










3lst Coneress, 2p Session. 

1 tee 
r to compensate themamply. Buil am not willing 
f to submit to exorbitant exactions This ques- 
e tion has to be met sooner or later, and one or two i 
6 examples will produce a beneficial effect. _ 
| A mail car, between this city and Baltimore, | 
4 passes over the railroad to that city four time each 
e day. An express car, equally as large as the mail | 
e ear, and passing over the road at the same time 
e the mail car does, passes over that road, as I am | 
t informed, three tmesaday. The Express Com- | 
: pany pays $5,000 per annum for the service per- | 
e formed by the Railroad Company, whilst the | 
if Government pays $12,000 per annum. A pro rata | 
f compensation with the Express Company would 
e be $6,666 per innum; but the Government pays |! 
f about 80 per cent. more than the Express Company | 
‘. pays for similar service. 


The amount of the compensation demanded by 
many of the railroad companies, in my opinion, | 
is exorbitant, and I know of no better time to fix 


Re 
e a fair compensation for this service than when 
it we are reducing the rates of postage. I then re- 
I peat, we have the power to remedy this evil. If | 
y the laws are not sufficiently stringent on this sub- | 
r. ject, we can make them so. I should be pleased | 
to extend my remarks on this point, and on some 
d other provisions embraced in the substitute which 
id I intend to offer, but lam reminded I have already 


t. trespassed too long upon the time allotted to my 


i- friend [Mr. Porrer} from Ohio. 
t- {[Mr. PHELPS gave notice of his intention to 
- offer a substitute for the bill of the House, No. 
ot 351, ‘*to reduce and modify the rates of postage 
d- in the United States.”’ 
X- Mr. DUER. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
f allow me ten minutes of his time to make some | 
i explanations to the committee? I will afterwards 
er make the motion that the committee rise, if such 
le. is the wish of the committee. 
m Mr. POTTER. I have no objection to yield 
d- the floor to the gentleman, nor have | any objec- 
Dn tion to a motion that the committee rise. Indeed, 
be | should rather prefer to make my reply on Mon- 
hs- day. lam, however, prepared to reply now to 
it the arguments which have been advanced upon 
nt the opposite side, if such is the choice of the com- 
d, mittee. 
in Mr. DUER. As the gentleman from Ohio is so 


kind as to allow me ten or fifteen minutes of his 
time, I will make the remarks I propose to offer to 
the committee now, and then move that the com- | 





ot mittee rise. 
to {Loud cries of ** Let us adjourn!” and ‘Oh no; 
eS *o on now!”’ 
e Mr. DUER. I would as lief go on now, but i> 
BS is a matter of indifference to me. However, as 
a. there seems to be a difference of opinion, I will 
be leave it to the committee to decide, by moving that | 
e the committee do now rise. 
7 The question was taken and decided in the af- 
p- firmative—ayes 83, noes not counted. 
d _ The committee then rose, and the Speaker hav- 
RS ing resumed the chair, the chairman of the com 
g mittee [Mr. Strnone] reported that the committée 
e had had the state of the Union generally under 
- consideration, and particularly the cheap postage | 
g bill, but had come to no resolution thereon. 
8 On motion, the House then adjourned till Mon- 
" day next. 
d 
. _ NOTICE OF A BILL. 
0 Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, gave notice of the fol- 
3 lowing bill: 
e _A bill toaid in the construction of a railroad from the 
’ Virginia line to Knoxville, in East Tennessee, and the im- 
y provement of the Holston and French Brand rivers, by ap 
é propriating and setting apart two millions and a half of | 
acres of the public domain for that purpose. 
'. PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented under the rule, | 
a and referred to appropriate committees : 
es By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The memorial of Dr. Hart- 
pf well Carver and others, praying Congress to appropriate } 
n public lands to them, for the purpose of building a railroad 
to the Pacific ocean, from some point on the Mississippi 


river, or to grant them a charter for the same purpose. 
By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The memorial and 
, other papers of Elijah Ciose, praying Congress to place his 
name on the roll of invalid pensioners, on account of dis- | 
ability, caused by exposure in the war of 18192. . 


15 


PUBLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C. RIVES. 











THURSDAY, JANUARY 16. 1851. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 13, 1851. 

‘The House met at twelve o'clock, m. The Jour- 
nal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Mr. WILMOT stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Joun Brissin, elected from the Eleventh Congres- 
sional district of the State of Pennsylvania, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of the Hon. 


| Chester Butler, was present and desired to take 


his seat. 

Mr. Brissin then presented himself at the bar 
of the House, and was qualified by taking the 
usual oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. He then took his seat. 

Mr. BAYLY rose, and was recognized by the 
Chair. ! 

Mr. PHCENIX said, that on Monday last he 
had moved a suspension of the rules, to enable 
him to introduce a resolution to make House bill 
No. 62, for the return of duties on merchandise 


| destroyed by fire, a special order; and he would 


inquire of the Chair whether that was not the 
first business in order to-day? 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative, 


, but said that he had recognized the gentleman from 


Virginia (Mr. Barty] as entitled to the floor. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer a resolution, making House 
bills Nos. 434, 435, 436, 437, and 438—being gén- 
eral appropriation bills, making appropriations for 
the Military Academy, for revoluuonary and other 
pensioners, Navy pensions, and for the Indian and 
Post Office Departments, the special orders of the 
day for to-morrow, and from day to day wntil dis- 
posed of. In offering this resolution, he wished 
to be indulged in making a few remarks, that the 
House had but forty-two working days before it, 
and unless these bills were made the special orders 
as he proposed, the House would have all the gen- 
eral appropriation bills crowded into the last few 
days of the session, in which case great mischief 
might result. 

Mr. HALL asked if a majority of the House 
could not at any time take up the general appro- 
priation bills ? 

The SPEAKER stated that i 
prevented by some pending spectal order. 
question was now on allowing : 

Virginia to offer his resolution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH objected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to offer his resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated such a motion was not 
now in order, and could not, therefore, be 
tained pending the motion of the gentlerman from 


co ild, unless 
The 


1e grentleman from 


enter- 


New York [Mr. Puasix] to suspend the rules. 
The motion would be entertained at the proper 
time. 

Mr. INGE called for the regular order of !u4i- 
ness. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, inquired whether the 
motion he made the other day to reconsider 
vote by which the Hlouse refused to suspend the 
rules on the motion of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, (Mr. Juntan,] to introduce the memorial ot 
the Yearly Meeting of the Society of Anti-sla- 
very Friends, praying for the repeal of the fugi- 
tive slave law, was not now in order: 

The SPEAKER. The motion made by the 
gentleman from Alabama to reconsider the vote 
by which the House refused to suspend the rules 
was entered on the Journal on Tuesday last. At 
the time the motion was made, the Chair stated to 
the House that he had doubts as to the propriety 
of entertaining such a motion. The Chair has 
examined the question since, and is of opinion that 
a motion to reconsider a vote by which the House 
suspended the rules, or refused to suspend the 
rules, is not in order, and cannot be entertained. 

-Mr. COBB. Then I shal! write out my remarks 
and publish them. 


the 


| 
| 


RETURN OF DUTIES. 


|| The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 


the motion of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
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Pumyix,} to suspend the rules, to enable him to 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That House bill No. 62, to return the duty on 
merchandise in the original packages destroyed by fire in 
the city of New York, in July, 1845, be made a special order 
for ‘Tuesday, the 28th January instant 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, wished to say, 
that if the rules were suspended, he should move 
toamend the resolution of the gentleman from New 
York by adding other bills. 


> 
Che question on agreeing to Mr. Puenix’s mo 
tion was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. Paa@ntx, 
ind Stanton, of Kentucky, acting,) and resulted- : 


ayes 42. noes not counted. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to offer the following resolution 


Resolved, That the following bills, viz 


i34, making ap 


propriation for the support of the Military Academy ; 4% 
for revolutionary and other pensions; 436, for Navy pen 
sions; 437, for the Indian Department; and 438, for the 


Post Office Department, be made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow, and to so continue from day to day, in 
the order named, until disposed of 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, wished to in 
quire of the Chair, if the rules of the House did 
not give the appropriation bills prec@dence over 
other bills ? 

The SPEAKER replied, that in Committee o1 
the Whole on the state of the Union, a 
of the committee could 


jority 
time take up the 


Was & ST 


al any 


appropriation bills, unless there ial order 
pending, but that a special order took precedence 
over the appropriation bills. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Teanessee, thought that as 
there was but one special order, this motion was 
unnecessary. 

The SPEAK ER called the pre nueman to order, 
debate being out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON wished to make 
qury of the Chair, and that was, whether, if the 
rules were suspended, the resolution of the Senator 
from Virginia would be open to amendment. 

The SPEAKER replied, that in the opinion of 
the Chatr,a motion to amend the resolution would 
be in order, but that it must relate to the bills con 
tained in the resolution It would not bein ordet 
to amend the resolution by adding other bill 
as the Chair had decided on other occasions. 

Mr. VINTON inquired whether, if those bill 
were not made the special order, and other bills 
should be made the order hereafter, the 
bills thus made the special order would not take 

vrecedence of the appropriation bills ? 


another im 


sto it 


Ss recital 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has given it as 
his opinion that they would. 

Mr. VINTON hoped, then, that the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia would preveul, and 


that these bills would be made the special order. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. said, that if these bills 

were now special order, the river and 

word 


made the 
harbor bill, and other improvement bills, 
be defeated for this session. 

On a division, there appeared 75 for, and 4% 
trainst the proposition to suspe nd. 

Mr. VINTON called for the yea nd 
the motion to supend the rules, and being ordered, 


ulted 


nays on 


they were taken aid re 


as follow 8: 


YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Ashmun, Bayly, 
' Beale, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Durt, George 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, Chandler, Cleve 
land. Clingman, Daniel, Deberrvy, Dimmick, Dixon, Na 
than Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Freedley, Fuller, Gen 
trv, Gilbert, Goodenow, Gorman, Grinnell, Hammond, 
Hampton, Haralson, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Houston, Howard, Joseph 
W. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, La Bere, Levin, 
Littlefield, Job Mann, Matteson, MeClernand, McDonald, 
McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis FE. 
McLean, Meacham, John K. Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Morse, Morton, Ogle, Parker, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, 
Powell, Reed, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Rumsey, Saw- 
telle, Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
\lexander H. Stephens, Strong, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Venable, Vinton, Williams, and Wright—88. 
NAY S—Mesers. Alexander, Bell, Bennett, Bingham, Be- 
kee, Booth, Boyd, Briggs, Brooker, Buel, Burrows, Butler, 
Joseph Cable, Campbell, Clarke, Williamson KR. W. Cobb, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Danner, Dickey, Disney, 
Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eliot, Pitch, Fowler, Gidding», 
Gott, Gould, Green, Hall, Isham @. Harris, Hebard, Henry, 


veas RS, nays R9— 


226 


Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. John- 
son, Julian, Preston King, Lefiler, Horace Mann, Me- 
Gaughey, MecKissock, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, 
Daniel F. Miller, Morris, Nelson, Olds, Orr, Otis, Phoenix, 
Lisiey, Robinson, Rockwell, Rgpt, Rose, Sackett, Savage, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, S@idon, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Sweetser, James Thompson, 
"Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wil- 
mot, Woodward, aud Young—s9. 


So the rules were not suspended, 
BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. INGE stated that he was instructed by the 
Committee on the District of Columbia to move 
the suspension of the rules, to enable him to intro- 
duce a resolution to make the business of the Dis- 
trict a special order for a certain day during the 
present session. ‘The House would remember 
that during the whole of the last protracted session 


no attention had been bestowed upon the business 


of the District, and it became necessary that a day 
should be fixed for its consideration; and unless 
it was made the special order there was no pro- 
bability that it would be taken up at all, as other 
bills of a general character would occupy the 
whole time of the House. He therefore moved 
that the business relating to the District of Colum- 
bia be made the epee order of the day for the 
first Monday in February, in Committee of the 

W hole on the state of the Union. 

‘he question being on the motion to suspend 
the rules, tellers were demanded and ordered, and 
Messrs. Sawretce and Dver were appointed. 
The question was taken and the result was—ayes 
BR, noes 52. 

Mr. INGE demanded the yeas and nays on the 
suspension of the rules, and they were ordered; 
and the question being taken, the result was— 
yeas 12], nays 63—as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Alston, Ashe, Ashmun, Averett, 
Beale, Bell, Bennett, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, 
Brisbin, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Bur 
rows, Burt, Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, George A. Cald 
well, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Chandler, 
Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Corwin, Dan 
iel, Danner, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, 
Duer, Dunean, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Fuller, Gentry, Gil 
bert, Goodenow, Hall, Hammond, Hampton, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hay, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, How 
ard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. Jack 
eon, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, 
Kerr, James G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Levin, Mar 
shall, Mason, MeClernand, MeDowell, McKissock, Me 
Lanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, MeQueen, 
McWillie, Meacham, Millson, Morrison, Morse, Morton, 
Nelscn, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Pheenix, Pitman, 
Powell, Reed, Richardson, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, 
Rumsey, Savage, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, F. P. Stantan, Richard H. Stan 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Strong, Taylor, Toombs, Un 
derhill, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Whittlesey. 
Williame, Woodward, Wright, and Young—121. 

NAY S—Messrs. Albertson, Bayly, Bingham, Bokee, Buel, 
Joseph Cable, Cartter, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, 
Crowell, Dotv, Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, Giddings, 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, [Isham G. Harris, Haymond, Hebard, 
Howe, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston 
King, Leffler, Uittlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matte 
von, McGaughey, McMullen, John K. Miller, Daniel F. 
Miller, Morris, Otis, Parker, Potter, Risley, Robinson, 
Root, Sackett, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stetson, 
Sweeter, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, ‘Thurman, Tuck, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, and 
W ilmot—63. e 


So the rules Were not suspended. 


WHITNEY S RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House to offer the following 
yesolution : 

Resolved, That the use of this Hall be granted to Asa 
Whitney, to explain his project for the construction of a 
railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean, on Sat 
urday evening next. 

Mr. BAYLY objected. He was opposed to 
granting the Hall for lectures. If they did, they 
would have abolition lectures in it soon, 

Mr. STEPHENS moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer the resolution. 


On this motion a division was taken, and the re- | 


sult was, affirmative 114; negative 40. 

Mr, JONES demanded the yeas and nays on 
the question, and they were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—-yeas 129, nays 54—as follows : 


VEAS—Moesers. Albertson, Alien, Alston, Ashe, Ashmun, 
Bell, Bennett, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, 
Brisbin, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, 
Buel, Burrows} Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, George A. 
Caldwell, Caivin, Campbell, Chandier, Clarke, Cleveland, 
W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Daniel, Danner, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Nathan Evans, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, 
Gentry, Gerry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, 
Hammond, Harlan, Hay, Haymond, Hibbard, Hilliard, 


Holladay, Housten, Howard, Howe, Hybbard, Hunter, | 


a‘. 


Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, James L. Johnson, Julian, Kaufman, Levin, 
Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, 
MeClernand, McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, Me- 
Lanahan, RobertM. McLane, Finis E. McLean, Me Willie, 
Meacham, Meade, Morris, Morrison, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, 
Olds, Outlaw, Peasiee, Peck, Phoenix, Pitman, Powell, 
Reed, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, Rum- 
sey, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolearf{t, Shepherd, Spaul- 
ding, Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Stetson, Swéttser, James Thompsodii, Tuck, Un- 
derhill, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, White, 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Wright— 
129. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bow- 
lin, Bullard, Burt, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Clingman,Coleock, Duer, Dunean,Giddings, Gilbert, Green, 
Grinnell, Hall, Haralson,isham G. Harris, Thomas L.Harris, 

' Hebard, Henry, Robert W. Jolson, Jones, Kerr, James 
G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Leffler, McDowell, Mc- 
Mullen, McQueen, John K. Miller, Millson, Morse, Orr, 
Otis, Parker, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Root, Ross, 
Sackett, Seddon, Silvester, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, and Wentworth—54. 

So the rules were suspended, and the question 
being on the adoption of the resolution, 

Mr. STEPHENS demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, asked the gen- 
tleman from Georgia |[Mr. Sternens] to with- 
draw his motion, to enable him to amend it, by 
moving also to grant the use of the Hall to the 
American Colonization Society, to hold their an- 
niversary meeting on the 2]st instant, 


should stand by itself. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the inain question was ordered; which main ques- 
tion was ou agreeing to the resolution. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 

! agreed to, 

Mr. STEPHENS rose to a privileged question. 
He moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was agreed to, and to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 


Mr. BAYLY called for the yeas and nays, and | 


was about to address the House, but 

The SPEAKER ruled that all debate was out of 
order. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the 


motion to reconsider the vote to suspend the rules | 


was laid on the table. 
SILVER COINS. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offera resolution. It was 
merely a resolution of inquiry, and he hoped that 
there would be no objection to it. 

The resolution was reported to the House; it is 
as follows: 


Whereas, in consequence of the large supplies of gold 
from California and other parts of the world, the proportion 
between that metal and silver is rapidly changing, thereby 
atlecting their relative values, and rendering the latter metal 
an article of merchandise rather than curreney, and causiug 
its circulation as money to cease atits nominal value: 

And whereas, under the circumstances, the silver coins of 
the country are being largely exported ; and in consequence 
of the premiuras offered tor them by dealers in bullion, they 
are being rapidly withdrawn from circulation, thereby sub- 
jecting the banks and business community to great and 
growing inconvenience from the searcity of these coins for 
the purpose of making change : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the value of the 
silver coins of the United States by diminishing their weight 
or of increasing the proportion of alloy in the same, or both, 
80 as to prevent their exportation; and that they have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. SWEETSER objected to the introduction 
of the resolution. 


Mr. CHANDLER moved to suspend the rules 
to enable him to offer the resolution. 


‘The question on suspending the rules was taken 


by tellers, (Messrs. CuanpLter and Sweerser 
acting,) and decided in the affirmative—ayes 104, 
' noes 29. 

So the rules were suspended, and the question 
was on agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. HALL requested the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to strike out the preamble to the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. CHANDLER had no objection to do so. 
His only object was to get the matter before a 
committee. 

Mr. MEADE was willing to vote for the reso- 
lution, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania would 
agree to an amendment. He was in favor of the 
committee being instructed to inquire into this 


| 
| 


ee 


{E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
| 





| the rules be suspended. 


Jan. ] 


at had 

Mr. MEADE replied, that he desired that the 
committee should at the same time inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a coin of the Value of 
one dollar, composed of a certain number of parts 
of gold and a certain number of parts silver, so ag 
to make the coin larger and more convenient for 
use. 

Several Mempers. Oh, no! 

“Mr. CHANDLER said) that as there was ob- 


_ jection made, he would rather not agree to the 
| amendment. 
| marks upon this resolution, but as he found that 
| the House (and he was very glad to see it) was 
| anxious to proceed to business, he would abstain 
| from saying anything in relation to his resolution, 


He had intended to make some re- 


but would call for the previous question. 
The demand for the previous question received 
a second, and the main question was ordered; 


sp main question was on agreeing to the reso- 
| lution. 


Mr. JONES moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which motion was not agreed to. 
The question recurring on the adoption of the 


| resolution, it was put, and carried in the affirma- 
| tive. 


Mr. CHANDLER moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the resolution was adopted, and to lay 


| the motion to reconsider on the table; which latter 
| motion was agreed to. 
Mr. STEPHENS preferred that his motion | 


PAY TO THE WIDOW OF JABEZ GORE. 
Mr. HAMMOND asked the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be paid, from the contingent fund, 


|| to the widow of Jabez Gore, who has lately died while 
|, holding the office of an Assistant Clerk of this House, his 
| compensation to the end of this: session, and also that his 
| proper funeral expenses be paid from the contingent fund. 


Should objection be made he should move that 
He (Mr. H.) would not 
adopt this course but that he considered this case 
a meritorious one, 

Mr. JONES objected. . 

Mr. HAMMOND moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. HALL demanded the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the rules were sus- 


| pended. 


| 
| 





matter, but he desired that they should make an- | 


}; other inquiry at the same time. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Well, what is it? 


wh . . : 
Ihe question now being on agreeing to the reso- 


| lution, 


Mr HAMMOND was about to address the 
House in’ favor of his resolution, but was inter- 
rupted by general cries of ‘* Question!’’ * ques- 
tion!”’ 

Mr. H. demanded the previous question. 


Mr. HALL wished to inquire whether the 


| House would consent to the introduction of a reso- 


lution to pay the widow of Mr. Campbell, late 


| chief clerk, which it had voted down at the last 


sessions: 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman was 
out of order. 

The demand for the previous question having re- 
ceived a second, the main question was ordered; 
which main question was on agreeing to the reso- 


| lution. 


Mr. HALL demanded the yeas and nays, and 


| that the question on the yeas and nays be taken 
|| by tellers; but they were not ordered. 


“The resolution was then agreed to. 
Mr. HAMMOND moved to reconsidef the vote 


by which the House had agreed to the resolution, 


|| and to lay that motion on the table; which latter 


motion was agreed to. 
FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 
Mr. McLANAHAN moved to suspend the 


| rules to enable him to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That it would be inexpedient and impreper to 


| repeal the law passed at the last session of Congress enti- 


tled “‘ An act to amend, and supplementary to, the act en- 


| titled ‘ Anact respecting fugitives from justice, and persons 
|| eseaping from the service of their masters, approved 12th 
| February, 1793.’ ”’ 


Mr. McLANAHAN called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. SACKETT inquired whether, if the rules 
were supended, the resolution would be open to 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied that if the rules were 
suspended the resolution would be before the 
| House for its action, and that amendments would 

bein order that were relevant to the resolution. 
| Mr. CARTTER objected to the motion to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose of introducing the 
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amaelae as notin order, for dies reason that ‘the 
resolution did not propose any measure, or the 
modiffeation of any measure, of legislation. 

4The SPE AKER overruled the point of order, 
and decided that the motion to suspend the rules 
was in order. 

Mr JONES inquired whether it was in order to 
move to lay the motion to suspend the rules on the 
table? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not in or- 
de aT. 

The question on the motion to suspend the rules 
was then taken by yeas and nays, and resulted— 
yeas 123, nays 84—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Andrews, 
Ashe, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bokee, Bowdon, Bowie, 
Royd, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Williain J. Brown, Buel, 
Pullard, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Cald 
well, Campbell, Chandler, Clingman, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Danner, Deberry, Dimmick, Doty, 
Duer, Durkee, Eliot, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gen- 
ury, Gerry, Giddings, Gilbert, Gorman, Gould, Green, 
Hall, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harvis, Hay- 
mond, Henry, Hilliard, Holladay, Howard, Howe, Hub- 
bard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, Julian, 
Kaufman, Kerr, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McLanahan, Finis E. MeLean, Me- 
Queen, MeWillie, Meade, John K. Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Morse, Morton, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Pern, 
Pheips, Potter, Powell, Reed, Robbins, Root, Rose, Savage, 
Schoolcra(t, Sedden, Shepperd, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Riehard H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Venable, 
Walden, Wallace, Watkins, Weilborn, Wentworth, Wil- 
liams, Wilmet, Weodward, and Young—1!23. 

NAYS—Messrs, Alexander, Ashmun, Averett, Bell, Ben- 
nett, Booth, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Butler, G. 
A. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Disney, Duncan, Nathan 
Evans, Fitch, Fowler, freedley, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, 
Grinnell, Hammond, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Hebard, Hib 
bard, Hoagland, Houston, William ‘I’. Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, James L. Johnsen, Jones, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, MeKissock, Robert 
M. McLane, McMullen, Meacham, Daniel F. Miller, Mor- 
rison, Nelsen, Ogle, Olds, Peaslee, Peck, Pittman, Richard- 
son, Risley, Robmson, Rockwell, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Silvester, Stetson, Sweetser, 
Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinten, Waldo, White, Whit- 
tlesey, and Wright—84. 

So the rules were net suspended. 


Mr. HGUSTON said he had voted in the nega 
tive, and believed, therefore, that he was entitled 
to move to reconsider the vote by which the House 
refused to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER decided that such a motion 
was not in order. The Chair had already decided 
that it was not in order to move to reconsider a 
vote by which the House had refused to suspend 
the rules. 


CHEAP POSTAGE BILL. 


On motion by Mr. POTTER, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Burt in the chair.) and resumed the consideration 
of the special order—the cheap postage bill. 

Mr. DUER. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
do me the favor to allow mea shorttime to make 
a few remarks? 

Mr. POTTER. Iwill do so, if the gentleman 
will not occupy more than ten minutes, 

Mr. DUER. 1 was in hopes that the gentle- 
man from Ohio would have been able to afford me 
time enough to make some general remarks on 
the bill. Since, however, he finds that he will re- 
quire nearly all his time in order to make his con- 
eluding remarks, I will only make a few observa- 
tions upon a single topic, incide ntally connected 
with the subject under consideration. This bill 
contains a clause for the establishment of a silver 
coin of the value of three cents. If we are to have 
a three cent postage, there is certainly a proprie ty 
in having a coin of that denomination. But what 
we ought to have, in my epinien, as well with 
reference to the rates of postage as for other rea- 
sons, is notac oin of the value of three cents, but 
of the value of one quarter of a dime, or two and 
ahalf cents. My colleague, who sits near me, 
(Mr. Marreson, | informs me that he entertains 
views on this subject similar to my own, and has 
prepared an amendment to the bill, whic th, how- 
ever, | have not yet seen. 
Congress, having bestowed some reflection on this 
subject, (w hich may appear minute, as it relates 
to a minute matter, but which, nevertheless, has no 
slight importance .) I gave notice of a bill for the 
purpose of est: ablishing a coin of this character, 


and I addressed a letter to the director of the Mint, . 


ia order to obtain his views upon the subject. | 
>. 


At the last session of 


| considerable interest. 


| tion is an inconvenience 
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also prepared. a bill, Ww hic . baaien I did not 
introduce, because | knew it was vain to expect 
action at that session. 

Now, sir, if | can obtain the ear of the com- 
mittee for a little while, I will bee their attention 
to this subject, because it is really one of no in- 
W hat is the reason that our 
Federal coins of the value of five and ten cents 
do not circulate, or, to speak more exactly, not 
why they do not circulate, but why their circula- 
rather th: in otherwise: 
Why is it that the Spanish coins of the value of 
twelve and six cents (and which are known by 
various names in different States) are so supe rior 
in convenience? E very gentleman must have no- 
ticed this; and if we ascertain the cause, we may 
then be able to finda remedy. 

It arises, in my opinien, from this cause. Our 
Federal system is an admirable one in all respects 
except one. From the indivisibility of the num- 
bers, five and ten, it is difficult to ad: apt prices to 
coins of those denominations. If we had a system 
of numeration that counted by twelves instead of 
by tens, it would be perfect. It would both pro- 
vide the re quisite of divisibility and afford the same 
facility in caleulation that we now have. Let me 
illustrate how this operates, It is a little matter 
in its details, but much affects our convenience, in 
petty, but constantly occuring transactions, Sup- 
pose, for instance, that the price of an article i 
one cent or two cents, or thre a four, or six ce he 
In each of these cases your twelve cent piece will 
enable you to* obtain a certain spec ific number 
without leaving any fraction. So.it is with the 
six cent piece, Ww hich is likewise convenient from 
its divisibility. Upon the other hand, you will 
observe that the five cent piece 1s as inconvenient 
in this respect as is possible, being divisible by 
nothing except itself and the number one. Your 
ten cent piece is divisible only by two and five, 
and has only half the divisibility of the number 
twelve. This is the reason that pric es are adapted 


| to the small Spanish goins, and it is their superior 


convenience that retains them in cire ulation. 
Now, how can you remedy this evil? You can- 
not give the numbers five and ten an increased divi- 
sibility , but you can give divisibility to the dimes 
and half dimes by constituting smaller coins of 
fractional values. If, for instance, you had a third 
of a dime and a guarter of a dime coins, (though 
this is perhaps more particular than is necessary,) 
then your ten cent pre e would have all the divisi- 
bility, and corisequently all the convenience and 
adaptability to prices A & the twelve cent piece 
now has. Prices would, before long, adapt them- 
selves to such coins; and little articles that now 
sell for two, three, and four cents, would sell for a 
third of a dime and a quarter of a dime. The con- 


| sequence would be that the Spanish coins would 


soon be driven from circulation. 

Now, sir, how does the Director of the Mint 
propose to correct this evil? I have no doubt that 
that gentleman fully understands his business 


| the coining of money; but with respect to the 


rules that govern the circulation of money; there 
is no reason Why he should have given his atten- 
tion to that subject more than other gentlemen. 
He proposes first to establish a silver coin of the 
value of three cents, and next, that the Govern- 


| ment shall buy up the six and twelve cent pieces 


and make other coins out of them. 
Now it is clear to me that you may buy up 


| these coins forever, but that so long as they are 


the mest cenvenient ceins for circulation, other 
nations will coin them for our market, and we 
shall be sure to get them. In the next place, it 
would be doubtful policy to attempt to drive them 


| out of circulation unless we first make our own 
| coins equally or more convenient. It is their 
| convenience that kee ps them in circulation, and 
| unless we get convenient substitutes, we might 
| lose as much as we would gain by banishing them, 


if-it were possible todo so. Lastly, the establish- 
ment of the three-cent piece would increase the in- 
convenience of the five and ten-cent pieces, and 
make the six and twelve pieces more convenient 
than they are now. It would tend to keep the 


| former in cireul ation, and in no respect remedy the 


; 


inconvenience or increase the circulation of the 
latter coins. It is necess; ary, if you would intro- 
duce our Federal coins of the smaller denomina- 
tions into more general circulation, to make them 
convenient coins and adaptable to prices. You 


may do that by establishing a smaller coin, or ' 
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coins of fractional values, and there is no other 
mode of doing it. 

i throw- out these sugeestions, which I might 
extend to a greater length for the purpose of in- 
viiing attention to he subject. If we are about 
to establish a new coin, let ws be sure to do it in 
suc h a manner as W ill really promote public e onve- 
nience. There is another little matter upon which 
I will say a word. It is propose dd to alloy these 
coins, so as to debase them below the standard of 
our othersilver coins. There is no necessity for this. 
It will be easy, by altering their form, ‘to make 
them distinguishable from small coins, 
and also to give thema proper size. The managers 
of the Mint were not triend] y to the rol ld dol lar; 
and unfortunately, they made the cofn of such a size 
as to place their objections in the strongest light. 
It might have been made with a hole in the centre, 
or if only beaten out to a larger size it would have 
been avery convenient coin. They made it so small 
I think, therefore, that that 
part of the bill, which proposes alloying the new 
coin so as to make it baser than other silver coins 
should be amended. Many nations have silver 
coins of the value of two cents, and even less. 

[am much obliged to the gentleman from Ohio, 
for his kindness in allowing me the floor, and will 
not longer trespass upon hin courtesy. 

Mr. aoe rER then a: rain rose and said: 

Mr. Cuatrnman: In answer . bape various ob- 
jections which have been made 
bers at different time: 
to investigate the subject by facts and figures, in 
order to obviate them. It is for this reason, and 

that [ may be prepared to maintain every position 
which I have assumed, to fortify every point which 
has been attacked, that much of what shall have 
to say will be from written memorandums. And 
for their correctness and truth I am responsible. 

I will take occasion at the commencement to 
say, that those gentlemen upon this floor who are 
most de: idedly opposed to this bill, and who rep- 
resent States, whose receipts for postage does not 
equal the expenditure for mail service in them, 
have exhibited a modesty truly becoming to them; 
for whilst, with one or two exceptions, they have 
remained silent during this whole discussion, their 
allies from States where there is a surplus have 
maintained the controversy. But | fear that when 
we come to vote upon the bill, they will 
themselves felt, if they have not been heard. 

The receipts from postage in Maine exceed the 


other 


as to be almost useless. 


various mem- 
to this By it becomes me 


1 
Mane 


cost of transportation. ...... veces os wee 
New Hampshire, i en a a 20 000 
Vermont, oy Cee a eine nieiraes 18.000 
Massachusetts, Me  favessntial «+ + + 180,000 
Rhode Island, WETTr?T tT Te 20 000 
Connecticut, oe acs enue udadan 40 000 
New York, oy dpieaveh area . 460,000 
Pennsylvania, ae cc cmn neces ee 
Ohio, ae naa denie 80,000 
Wisconsin, we awans ay ©: si:sniatda mat a 
lowa, MM” pecan hee sees 2 000 


lt is from these States that we naturally look 
for support to this bill; and from the immense 
number of petitions which have been received 
here from those State Ss, W ithout one single remon- 
strance from any quarter, we feel assured that the 
people are in favor of the change proposed. We 
who live in the paying States, do not complain that 
this large amount of surplus is drawn from us for 
the support of the mail service in the less favored 
portions of the Union. We do not desire that it 
should be otherwise, but we do insist that the 
rates of postage should be reduced to a revenue 
standard, so long as we contribute so large a share 
of the means to support this department of the 
Government. 

I am not a little surprised to see 
this floor, who represent States yielding a surpius 
to the Post Office Department, even some of my 
colleagues from the State of Ohio, which pays 
more than $80,000 over her cost of transportation, 
into the Treasury, opposing this bill. They muat 
certainly have become ve ry benevolent all at once, 
to be willing to tax themselves and their constitu- 
ents, to afford postal facilities to their neighbors. 

Mr. CARTTER asked if the gentleman inclu- 
ded him in the number of his. colleagues who op- 
vosed a reduction of postage? 

Mr. POTTER said he did mean to include him 

Mr. Cartrer] in the number. 

Mr. CARTTER. Will the gentleman allow me 

to say that he has mistaken my intentions? I 


centlemen upon 


tej 
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am in favor of a reduction of the rate of postage 
from ten cents to a upiform rate of five cents. 

Mr. POTTER. was aware of that. The 
gentleman’s amendment will speak for itself; it 
provides for a uniform rat&@f five cents for all dis- 
tances. Sir, it is the result of the gentleman’s 
proposition that | wish to avoid. Adopt it, and 
instead of a reduction of postage, it would operate 
only asa reduction of revenue. Four fifths of the 
letters now carried in the mail pay only five cents; 
it is only those letters carried over three hundred 
roiles that pay ten cents, My object is, SO to re- 
duce the postage upon all mailable matter as to 
compete with the private expresses upon the short 
routes. The gentleman’s amendment will not 
effect that object. It affords encouragement to the 
increase of letters upon the short routes, or those 
less than three hundred miles, from which nearly 
all our revenue is derived. Private expresses do 
not enter into competition withthe Post Office De 
partment upon the long routes, and upon these the 
gentleman's plan would certainly operate imjuri- 
ously to the revenue, whilst it would produce no 
change in the receipts upon the short routes. 

Mr. CARTTER. I dislike exceedingly to in- 
terrupt my friend, but if he will allow me, [ wish 
to submit to him and to the House, whether, after 
the amendment I offered, and after the remarks I 
submitted on a former day in reference to this bill, 
the gentleman is authorized in coming to the con- 
clusion that I am opposed to zelucing the rates of 
postare down to a revenue standard? [| stated ex- 
vey in my re marks, that I was in favor of re- 

ucing the rat. 
I think my colleague does me injustice in coming 
to the conclusion he does in this matter. 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Chairman, [ will do my 
colleague no injustice; fur whilst I must be allowed 
to comment upon his proposition, I will certainly 
state it fairly. He says a uniform rate of five 
cents is arevenie rate. IT was only endeavoring 
to show that the proposition, if adopted, would 
only tend to diminish the revenue without accom- 
plishing the great end in view, the cheap circula- 
uon of valuable information in every part of the 
country. 

I repeat, that the great object in reducing the 
postage upon short routes, is to bring into the mail 
the matter now carried by private ¢ xpresses, &8 
well as to encourage the more general use of the 
mails, where they are now avoided on account of 
the high rate upon letters. 

Mr. CART TER. Is my collearue informed of 
the existence of any private expresses In the 
vicinity of any of the cities in the State of Ohio, or 
in any western city 

Mr. POTTER. Iam not. 1 will ask my col- 
league, whether he is informed of the existence of 
such expresses in the eastern cities? 

Mr. CARTTER. I am aware that private ex- 
presses exist in those cities. 

Mr. POTTER. It is with these that we wish 
to compete, by putting the rates, not as low as 
they carry letters, for I believe they only charge 
two cents, but at such rates as will tend to dis- 
courage their use. 

But to resume the subject. It is objected also, 
that the Postmaster General will not grant mai! 
facilities, or service upon routes on which there is 
not revenue derived sufficient to pay the expenses. 
Can this be true? By the adoption of this rule, 


Maryland would have to be curtailed over $30,000 
Vf ee a ee eee oF 
North Carolina, over.......ceeeceeee+ 110,000 
South Carolina, over. ... ss ove. 1GD008 
Georgia, over...... 60,000 
FUOSIER, OFOE. 6 0 0s 0s 0.00% coe 15,000 
Einete, QUORT6 6 Gide bes bai cei ess 40,000 
"Pohmaense: GOs sé wb Soi 6. 0 4 Rs odes 10,000 
Alana, Ovi 6s onde eee dees 80,000 
Mississippi, over.... 25,000 
Arkansas, OVer. .. soe ces cscs 30,000 
Temaayovel, iss covsiwtiessazavces G00 


for each of these States fall short the above sums, 
of revenue sufficient to pay barely the costs of 
transportation of their mails, to say nothing about 
the commissions paid to their postmasters. 

Mr. HAMMOND asked, whether in this esti- 
mate the transportation of themail through Mary- 
land, &¢., upon the great southern route to New 
Orleans, was*embraced ? 

Mr. POTTER. I will do these States juscce 
in this respect, if the gentleman will only have 


4 of postage to a revenue sta dard 


| patience. But we do not ask to have this rule ap- 


wae eee ee ce 


plied to these States. We protest against it, and 
it is unfair to charge that such a rule has been 
adopted by the Department. 


a Strong argument against putting increased service | 
t L¢ 


upon a route, but I deny that it is any part or par- 
cel of the regulations of the Department. 


Mr. SWERETSER desired to know of his col- | 


It is true, that it is | 


| 


league whether there were not post roads in Ohio | 


upon which no service had been ordered by the || 


Department? 

Mr, POTTER. j 
upon the routes established last September; and 
perhaps some others where there had been no 
competition in the bids for the service, and those 


There may be, particularly 


that were made were so exorbitantly high that it | 


would be unreasonable to ask for service at such 
rates. But I regard the Post Office Departunent as 
a branch of the National Government, necessarily 
so for the connection and continuance of routes; 
as one of the conditions in the bond of our Union, 
strengthening its ties by a common interest, and 
should be managed as a whole, regardless of local 
divisions, any further than they may be necessary 
for the promotion of the general welfare of the 
people of the whole country. 

But, sir, I have been treating this subject as if 


the awful forebodings of the tumid and wavering | 
upon this floor, of broken-down stage coaches, | 


lean horses, hungry drivers, deserted towns and 
villages, grass-grown streets, lean and starved 
postinasters, and worst of all, a bankrupt Treas- 
ury, were about to be realized. 


1 have a word of comfort for that class of our || against it. 


| The effect upon the revenue has been more salu- 


friends. My collearue who first addressed the 
committee upon this subject, [Mr. Canrrir,] de- 
. ‘ 


clared that the effect of a reduction of postage | 


would be ** to reduce the Post Office Department || 
My friend says that | 


to a state of bankruptcy.” 
he has come to this conclusion ** from the littl 


examination he has been able to give this sub- 


that that gentieman has not*brought his usual in- 
dustry and acumen to the task of this ex 


ject.”’ I am sorry, for the sake or the measure, | 


imina- | 


tion, for I feel quite sure that had he done so we | 


of this bill. 


Another of my colleagues [Mr. Sweertsenr] | 


he gives no reasons for it. He says, also, that 
allusion has been made to the English system, but 
he does not mtend to discuss that, and dismisses 
the subject by saying, ‘‘1 will state, in general 
terms, that we cannot assimilate ours to theirs, 
and no legitimate argument can be drawn from 
it.”’ I might say of him, as I have already done 
of my other colleague, that I am sorry, for the 
fate of this bill, that he had not looked at the re- 
ports of the British Post Office Department. 

Mr. SWEETSER. In my argument the other 
day, I gave as a reason why the rate proposed in 
this bill was below the revenue standard, that the 
bill itself asked for a million and a half. 

Mr. POTTER. I do not want the gentleman 
to make his speech over again; I cannot spare the 
time allotted me by the rules of the House; he 
can read it in theGlobe. He spoke at length, and 
was complimented by the very general attention 
of the committee. This should satisfy my friend 
without my now giving him an opportunity to re- 
peat it. lam sorry, however, that he has given 
this subject so little attention. Had he devoted a 
little more time to it I do not doubt that instead of 
his opposition, this measure would to-day have 
his warmest support. 

My colleague (Mr. Sweetser] challenges me 
to bring forward my facts and figures to show that 
the reduction of postage will not bankrupt the De- 
partment. 

I propose now to do it. I regret the necessity 
that I am under to vindicate the measure here upon 
this floor, and to spend the time of the committee 
upon it; but what I say is said for the ear of mem- 


bers, with the hope that those who are not preju- || 


diced against the bill, but are anxious to adopt, as 
they say, ‘‘a revenue point,’’ will listen, if they 
have not examined the subject themselves, to the 
facts that I intend to lay before the committee. 

This subject has been so fully elaborated by the 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Puexps,} that I 
will not trouble fhe committee with the details of 
our own or the British Post Office, but will state 
the general results: , 
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| tion of the British 


Deduct fees for registering money let- 
ters, (not embraced in our system).... 56,000 
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Statistics of the American Post Office for ten years. 


Post) Post | 
ae aaa | Receipts. |Expenses.| Metrers. 


| 


| Miles. | | 
2,680)133,999 $4,477,619|$4,654,718 


SN err 


|| US40.......(13,468)155,699! 4,530,965) °4,759,11097,525,554, 


-.|19;682!155,026| 4,379,317] 4,567,228 
113,733)149,732 4,546,246) 4,627,716 
113,814|142,295) 4,295,925] 4,374,713 4 967 59 

ee ee ++{14,103) 144,687] 4,237,285) 4,320,731)... 

114,183}143,844) 4,289,841) 4,920,731)... 
1846......./14,601)147,679) 3,487,199) 4,084,206... 
—— 3,971,310 59,173,480 


| 1,077] 4,326,850 58,069,075 


16,159) 163,208 


y 


| 1849.......|16,747'167,703) 4,705,176) 4,479,049 62,000,000 


From 1839 to 1849 inclusive, it is seen by this 
table that under the old high rates of postace in 


| 1840, the number of letters sent through the 


United States post office was 27 ,535,554—receipts 


| $4,530,265; and there was a constant diminution 


of letters and receipts from postages, down to 


| 1843, when the number of letters had run down 


to 24,267,552—revenue, $4,295,225; leaving, in 
1843, an actual deficit in the department of $78,788, 
and even then, as now, we found ‘the gentleman 


| from Indiana [Mr. Brown] opposed to any change; 


using the same argument then as now, that the 
Department would be bankrupted by the proposed 
reduction. The gentleman says he has ae dis- 
appointed in the result. 1 am sure, if he lives, 
and the present proposed reduction takes place, 
he will be again disappointed. I was a member 
of this House in 1845, when the reduction was 
made, and voted for it. That gentleman voted 
We have both been disappointed. 


tary than any of us anticipated. 
Before this reduction in 1845, the old raies were 


| twenty-five cents on the single letter for the longest 


distance and six and a quarter cents for the short- 
est. Wechanged it to ten and five; and under 


| the operation of the reduction the number of let- 


ters increased from 24,267,552 in 1843, so that in 
1849 there were transported over 62,000,000, and 


| the revenue in the same period had increased 


: : ; | from $4,295,925 to $4,705,176, and in 1850 to 
should find in him one of the strongest advocates || 5.559.971 


The Department during this period has not only 


‘ || sustained itself, but it has carried light, truth and 
says that this measure will ultimately charge the || 


Post Qflice Department upon the Treasury; but | 


happiness to millions ot our people, who under our 


| former system would never have been reached. 


Under our old system, the Department was only 


| known to the people by the exorbitance of its 


charges, amounting almost to oppression. 


Under 


| the reduced system it has become the people’s 


friend, and is respected and fostered by them. 
Now, instead of efforts to defraud the Department 


_of its legitimate revenue, you find an interest 
| everywhere felt in its maintenance. This is really 
| the only branch of the General Government whose 
| benefits are brought to the door of every citizen 
| of the Union every day of his life. 


The gentleman from Indiana seed Dunnam} 
says that ‘‘any argument drawn from the opera 
Post Office, in support of a re- 

duction in this country, is fallacious.’ 
Let us look a moment into it and see whethe: 


| he is right, first showing the results of the reduc- 


tion. ‘The postage upon all half ounce letters in 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain, for any 
distance, is one penny, equal to about two cents of 
our money. In 1839, the last‘year of their high 
or old rates, the letters transported in the mail 
amounted to 76,000,000. In 1848, under the re- 


duction, 347,000,000. 


In 1848, the gross revenue of the ee 
including everything, was..........++42,181,016 


| Cost of management......€1,196,520 


Cost of steam and packet 
service added... ..ecece0 ee 101,580 
1,898,100 


192,916 


And there is still a surplus of........- £216,916 


Over one million of dollars in the Treasury; and 
the beauty of the system is, that the revenue 1s In- 


_ereasing every year in a greater ratio than the 


expenses. It has been claimed by the opponents 


of this bill that the money order office in Great 


Britain was a source of revenue; but the returns 
show that the commissions in 1848 on money 
>. 








1851. 


orders were £67,376, whilst the expenses of that 
ofice were £77,976, being an actual loss to the 
revenue of £10,600. 

It is said their country is more compact than | 
ours, and the cost of transportation and manage- 
ment are less. How js the fact? 

We have just seen that the cost of management 
in Great Britain, in 1848, was £1,196,500—equal to 
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aman in my district who would decline taking a 
newspaper any the sooner because he had to pay 
twenty-six cents a year for it. And then, again, 
the newspapers in my country are very strongly 
inclined to free trade, and a free-trade article would 
not look very well along side of an article advoca- 
ting a patent to monopolize, by law of Congress, 
the right to furnish news to any particular portion 
about $5,982,600; whilst in this eountry, in 1850, | of the people. Itwould look alittle like legislation 
the expenditures were $5,212,953—theirs costing | for one class of citizens to the injury of others. 
more by $779,627 than ours. These are some of | They now receive all their papers free, and should 
the facts and figures that = colleague [Mr. be, and I haveno doubt will “ satisfied, without 
Sweetser) desired me to produce to prove my } being authorized to send theirs free to their subscri- 
position, and the arguments which the gentleman | bers. My constituentsare not paupers, and are not 
from Indiana (Mr. Dunnam] declares to be so | so insensible to the principles of justice as to desire 
fallacious. thisGovernment, or any body else, to work for them 
Another gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. Brown, for nothing. They know that the Post Office De- 
who was a member of Congress in 1845, and || partment must be sustained, and they are willing 
voted against the reduction, objects to any com- || to contribute to its support. However, this is a 
parison of a cheap system of postage in this coun- | question that | am not strenuous about, if the com- 
try to that of Great Britain, because, he says, | mittee see fit to adopt such an amendment to the 
their sources of revenue are more numerous than || bill. One of my colleagues is a little surprised, he 
ours, and instances the registration of money let- | says, that I should have been wrought upon by 
ters. He says, too, that their packet service is || these outside influences, and against the interests 
not charged to the Post Office Department. He |; of the people I represent, to advocate the reduction 
very carefully forgot to add, that whilst we receive || of postage. I have always been the advocate of 
4919,000 for postage on newspapers and pam-| low postage. It is no new thing with me. I be- 
phlets, Great Britain receives nothing, the post- || lieve my constituents are also, and if that gentle- 
age being embraced in stamp duties, and going |, man’s are not, I mistake their sentiments very 
into the general instead of the Post Office revenue. ||;much. There are some gentlemen upon this floor 
But I have shown from the official reports of the |, who are afraid of innovation, of reform, or change. 
British Post Office, that after adding the cost of the |; They are in favor of ancient usages and customs. 
acket service to the expenses of the Post Office || The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Denuam] is 
Departnacnt, and after deducting from the general |, opposed to copying after the English: orany of the 
revenue the amount which he says arises from old hereditary kingdoms of Europe. ‘The gentle- 
money orders and the registration of letters, there || man, I suppose, distrusts his own ability to dis- 
is still aesurplus left to the credit of the Depart-  timguish the good from the bad, and would there- 
ment of over $1,000,000. | fore exclude all. The remark of Voltaire may be 
But I have said before, and I still insist, that the | well applied to that class: ‘Our wretched species 
reduction in this country will enhance the revenue |, is such that those who walk the beatgn path, are 
in a greater degree than the seme reduction would | always throwing stones at these who are recom- 
in England. Our people are educated, are migra- mending new ones.”’ 
tory, are commercial. We have a vast extent of 


Mr. P. having concluded— 
territory constantly filling up with emigrants from Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved the 
the old States; and the associations of our father- | committee rise; which was agreed to. 
land always inspire us with the gift and the desire The committee rose accordingly, andthe Speak- 
to write. And when the tax upon our communi- | eR having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
cations is reduced to a mere nominal sum, every- || committee [Mr Burr] reported that the commit- 
body that can write, will write. i tee had had the state of the Union generally under 
The gentleman from Indiana {Mr. Brown] is mis- |, consideration and particularly the bill to reduce 
taken in his views in regard to the increase of clerk |; and modify the rates of postage, and had come to 
hire, on account of the great increase of the number |, no resolution thereon. 
of letters to be mailed and delivered. Every oe AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
master knows that it will be a great deal less labor Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the 
. make out and enter his post bills with one rate, unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
to enter his account of mails received, and to make resolution; which was read for information as fol- 
out and add up his quarterly returns, than where | j,we. 
there are two rates. And in the large offices, Resolved, That the use of this Halt he granted to the 
where the very best and highest salaried clerks are || 4 merican Colonization Society, for their anniversary, on 
employed to assort the letters for mailing, where | the 2ist instant. ; 
there are two rates, under the uniform system, Mr. JONES objected. 
their services will be dispensed with, and in their || Wr STANTON, moved to suspend the rules 
places any common laborer who cannot even read || tg) enable him to introduce the resolution. Pend- 
or write, will stamp and prepare all letters for || jing which question, 
mailing with the utmost ease. This simplifying On motion by Mr. BURT, 
of the accounts will dispense with much of the The House adjourned. 
force now employed in the different post offices, by Sil 
which I have no doubt a great saving will result NOTICES OF BILLS. 
to the Department. Mr. HAMPTON gave notice of his intention on to mor 
Much has been said about the free circulation of — or ey a a day, to ask leave to in 
j , j ° : — oduce a till o e following title : 
lishes < ye rape et —_ — *. "A bill granting twenty fi € millions of acres of the public 
= »& § ’ satishec lands to the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu- 
that where the postmaster receives no compensa- || setts Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
tion for receiving and delivering the newspaper, he |; New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, sae Virginia, 
will be very likely to discourage its circulation, at || Nor Carolina, Sow, Carolina, Georgia, and Kentucky, 
any rate through the mail; but where he receives |} fr. WATKINS gave notice that he would on to-morrow, 
fifty per cent ,as his commission, he will take || or some succeeding day, introduce a bill granting lands to 
some pains to encourage the formation of clubs, | the State of Tennessee, to aid said State in the construction 
for the mere compensation derived from commis- ,| °* reads therein. 
sions. I propose that papers circulated and de- 
livered in the State where printed, shall pay one 
half cent for each number not weighing over two 
ounces, and out of the State, one cent. «There is By Mr. MCDOWELL: The memorial of Nancy Thomp- 
some propriety in this distinction, from the fact | °°”, the widow of a revolutionary soldier, asking for a pen- 
that m most of the States the laws are printed | by ms Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from John Feast 
authority in the newspapers, and their dissemina- and other citizens of New Lisbon, and one from John K. 
uion be the State should be afforded as cheaply as | Snodgrass and other citizens of Columbiana county, Ohio, 
possible. 


for land limitation and freedom of the public lands to actual 
I do not wish to embarrass the country press in | 


setuers. 
: ” 7 Also, a petition of John Feast and other citizens of New 
its circulation, for 1 have seventeen country papers || Liston, Ohio, for a repeal of the fugitive law. 
in my district, and desire to see them all prosper; By \ re VINTON : The etition of sundry citizens oi 
and my opinion itp that a free circulation ia the |; online Meigs eet hae eo Se oe 
counties in which they are published will not tend |! ville, in Meigs county, to Lentuis post office, in the county 
'o Increase their circulation; for T do not know of |) of Vinton. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred to appropriate committees : 
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By Mr. GOUDENOW : The petitions of Willian Patten 
and 47 others, citizens of Bath, of Joseph Clark and 
40 others, citizens of Waldoboro’; of Alexander Johnson 
and Sl others, citizens of Wiscasset, all in the State of 
Maine, asking for an appropriation for the construction of a 
breakwater at Richmond's Island Harbor, in said State. 

By Mr. DISNEY: A memorial from certain citizens of 
Cincinnati, asking Congress to purchase the remaining 
shares of stock of the Louisville and Portland Canal, now 
in the hands of individual owners, and to make said canal 
free to commerce. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 
the State of New York, praying that Rouse’s Point, on Lake 
Champlain, be made a port of entry and delivery, and that 
the collector for the distnot be required by law to reside at 
that place. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of George B. Sivet, 
Clement Keen, and 33 other citizens of the county Phila 
delphia, stating that the inventors and assignees of invent 


| Ors, under the patent laws of the United States, are suffer 


ing great loss from the introduction of products manufactured 
by machines of American invention tn the British Prov 
inces; and asking Congress to pass a bill entitied “ An act 
givang further remedies to patentees,’? Ac. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The memorial and 
other papers of Thomas G. Brown, of Tennessee, praying 
Congress to place his name on the roll of invalid pensioners. 

By Mr. MARSHALL: The memorial of Henry Pritle 
and 200 others, citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, praying 
on EES for a custom-house in the city of Louis 
Ville. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petitions of Thomas T. Lest 
and 53 others, citizens of Cuyahoga county, Ohio; of ? 
L. Sortor and 42 others of the same county; of A. Robunt 
and 34 others, of the same county; and W.C. Pratt and 
23 others, of Stuben county, New York, praying for a repeal 
of the fugitive slave law. 

By Mr. WATKINS: The petition of James Tillet, of 
Jefferson county, Tennessee, praying for an invalid pension 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Elizabeth Wills, of 
Hartford, Connecticut, asking pecuniary Bid for the benefit 
conferred on humnnity by her late busband, Horace Wills, 
deceased, in the discovery and application of exhilazating 
gas ih surgical operations. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Charles Oscar Tracy, 
John Row, Charles A. M. Damarin, and 110 others, pray 
ing Congress to establish a port of entry at Por smouth, 
Ohio 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of H. P. Hickok and 
ciuzens of Burlingtoa, Vermont, asking Congress to give 
additional security to patentees. 

By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of Joshua I. Pinney 
and & others, citizens of Tioga county, New York, against 


& 


the evils of settliug nationa! disputes by war, and for the 
settlement thereof by a national Congresa, or by arbitration 
Also, 2 petition of various citizens for a post road from 


Binghampton, New York, to Friendsville, Pennsylvania 


IN SENATE 
Monpay, January 13, 1851. 

Fhe PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the Department of 
War, made in compliance with the act of the 20th 
of April, 1818, and 26th August, 1842, and a res- 
olution of the House of Representatives of the 
13th July, 1846, Pransmitting a list of the clerks 
and other persons employed in that Department 
other than officers of the Army, during the yea: 
1850; which was read and laid on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. TURNEY presented the petition of citizens 
of the States of New York a New Jers¢ VY, ui 
ventors and other persons intereste 1 in patent 
rights, urging a modification of the patent laws; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition signed by 
five hundred citizens of the United states, urging 
upon Congress the passage of a law establishing 
the freedom of the public lands to actual settlers; 
which was laid on the tabie. 

Also, a vetition from resident of Niagara 
county, in the State of New York, in behalf of 
the claim of Stephen Warren io indemnity for 
losses sustained during the late war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Also, a petiton from Margaret Rapole, a widow 
of a soldier of the Revolution, asking to be allowed 
a pension; Which was ré ferred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Tioga county, 
in the State of New York, asking Congress to 
adopt measures for the amicable adjustment of in- 
ternational controversies; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
memorial of citizens of the State of New York, 
setting forth the great inconvenience and no little 
embarressment felt for want of new provisions 
whereby the patent laws may be rendered more 
effectual for securing their just rights, and a defi 
nition of the limits of conflicting claims, and ask 
ing as speedy action as is compatible with the 
ends of justice; which was laid on the table 
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Mr. BALDWIN presented a memorial from 
citizens of New Haven and New London, in the 


the water line, in the rear of the custom-house 
property, at New London, Connecticut; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. COOPER. I have received several peti- 
tions from citizens of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, (some of them from the counties of Del- 
aware and Chester, the others not designating 
their residences,) praying for the repeal of the fu- 
gitive slave law. 
Mr. President, whenever a petition is respect- 
ful in its terms, and asks for that which Con- 
gress has power to grant, I have made it an ipvari- 
able rule to_present such petition to the body to 
which it is sent. I have shown these petitions to 
gentlemen who are acquainted in the vicinity from 
which they come, and the memorialists are repre- 
sented to me as highly respectable people. But I 
must say, in presenting their petition, that they 
are praying for that which the great mass of their 
own fellow-citizens in the State of Pennsylvania 
do not desire should be granted. The great body 
of the citizens of Pennsylvania are satisfied with 


the settlement of the questions relating to the sub- | 


ject of slavery at the last session, and do not de- 
sire that that settlement should be disturbed. They 
mean, as far as I know, and as far as public acts 
connected with the measures which were adopted 
at the last session go to prove, to stand by those 
measures, and to carry them out in rood faith. 
They desire peace and harmony; and they know 
that so long as agitation continues to exist they 
cannot have that at home; they know also that the 
veople of other States cannot have it in their 
tee I suppose it would be proper to move to 
refer them to the committee properly having 
charge of the subject. I wish to treat them with 
rreat respect, at the same time to do that which is 
oa and proper. I therefore, without reading, 
move that they be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

They were so referred. 

Mr. COOPER. I have other petitions praying 
that Congress will not, by any act or action that 
may be taken on the subject, extend the area of 
slavery. Such petitions have been heretofore laid 
upon the table, and therefore I move that these 
also be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COOPER. I have also been requested to 
present a number of petitions, eleven in all, nu- 
merously signed by citizens of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, praying that Congress may take 


action on the subject of the revenue laws of the | 
country, and so modify them as to afford such in- | 


cidental protection as revenue measures may prop- 
erly afford to the great interests embarked in the 
manufacture of iron, mining of coal, and in the 
manufacture of cotton and woollen goods espe- 
cially. ‘These interests are suffering at the present 
moment perhaps to a vreater extent than they have 
suffered at any previous period in the history of 
this country. I speak of Pennsylvania particu- 
larlv, when I say that at least one half of the fur- 
naces engaged two years ago in the production of 
iron have ceased to operate in its production. The 
quantity that was produced two years ago by the 
furnaces of Pennsylvania has been diminished 
more, as | am informed, thanene half. Operations 
in the mining of coal are likewise, to a very great 
extent, prostrated. Latterly a large amount of 
capital was embarked in the erection of cotton 
mills, in the manufacture of cotton goods, and es- 
pecially in the coarser kind of fabries, but many 
of them have ceased operations within the last 
nine months, and the whole of the interests to 
which I have referred are threatened with prostra- 
tion to an extent that will be most terrible if the 
fostering hand of Government be not extended to 
aid them. 

Some of these petitions are voluminous, cov- 
ering the whole ground of argument; and I am 
requested to say that they do not invoke the Gov- 
ernment for high duties, such as would be injuri- 
ous to any other branches of industry, or to any 
other classes of their fellow-citizens, but ouly for 
such an amount of protection as may be afforded 
without detriment to any other interests. It was 
said here at the last session that over-productions in 
the article of iron have produced a depression in 
the prices, Sir, that cannot be so. During the 
laet year there has been imported into this country 


\| 


State of Connecticut, asking the nght of way over | 
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over three hundred and fifty thousand tons of for- 
eign iron. ‘There cannot, therefore, have been 
over-production, They pray, therefore, that the 
protection designed to be furnished to them by the 
act of 1846 may be accorded, and they ask, in let- 
ters accompanying these petitions, that a move 
may be made to accomplish that object. Before I 
take my seat, if it be in order, I shall give notice 
of a bill for that purpose. I do not design to 
trouble the Senate further, and I shall therefore 
move that these petitions be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The motion was acreed to. 

Mr. WALKER presented a document relating 
to the claim of John Flinn to a pension for services 
performed during the war with Mexico; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Simeon Mott, asking a pension for services during 
the last war with Great Britain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of F. 
Hultmann, of San Francisco, California, urging 
the payment of sundry biilsof exchange drawn by 
Lieutenant Colonel J.C. Frémont on the Secretary 
of State for $19,500, advanced by him to Colonel 


| Frémont, acting Governor of California, for the 


use of the United States; which was referred to“* 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition 
from citizens of Des Moines county, lowa, asking 
the establishment of a mail route from Dodgeville 
to Pleasant Grove in that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from John A. Butin, asking to 
be allowed to change the location of a military 
land warrant, which had been entered through a 
mistake, caused by the error of the deputy sur- 
veyor in ingorrectly marking the corner stake; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial signed by citi- 
zens of the borough of Elizabeth, in the county of 
Allegheny, in the State of Pennsylvania, asking 
the enactment of a lawfor the organization of com- 
panies of military colonists to be settled in the 
western territories for the protection of the inhab- 
itants against Indian agvressions; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I present a petition from 


| Nicholas M. Karr, asking to be allowed to locate 


a military land warrant issued to his grandfather. 
He represents that he lost a valuable tract of land 
west of the Tennessee river, in the State of Ken- 
tucky, being taken by prior claims. It is one of 


those military claims which for the last four years | 


] have had before Congress, and which stands 
early upon the calendar, but we shall never reach 
it, | believe, for we are making special orders day 


‘after day. I hope some day or other they may be 


reached in the regular order upon the calendar, and 
they will soon be reached if we do not continue to 
place others ahead of them. In the mean time, I 
ask, without reading, to refer the petition to the 
Committee of Claims. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. NORRIS presented the memorial of Israel 
Ketcham, asking indemnity for losses sustained 
by him as a sub-contractor in the erection of forti- 
fications on Dauphin Island; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I have been charged with the | 


presentation of sundry memorials relating to the 
construction of a breakwater at Richmond Island, 
on the coast of Maine; one from James B. Cahoon 
and four hundred other citizens of Portland; one 
from Robert Perkins and one hundred and three 


other citizens of Castine; one from John S.°*% 


Caldwell and eighty-five others of Belfast; and 
one from masters and ship-owners of Ellsworth, 


'in the State of Maine; one from Philip Greely 
/and other citizens of Boston and Newburyport; 
| all setting forth the large amount of ocean ton- 
| nage built in the State of Maine, and urging an 


appropriation for the survey and examination of 


| Richmond’s Island harbor, for the construction of 
| a breakwater; which I ask may be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


The memorials were referred accordingly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I have been 
requested to present the ** memorial of James Rob- 
ertson to the honorable the Senate of the United 
States of America,’’ and I move that it be referred 
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to the committee to audit and control the contin- 
gent — of the Senate. 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator must state 


| the substance of the — 


Mr. HOUSTON. I believe it is a petition pray- 
ing for some remuneration for injuries done to him 
by some action of this body at a time when I was 
not here. 

Mr. HALE. [believe that committee has re- 
ported upon this subject once before, and the Sen- 
ate has taken action upon it, and yet the petition 
was again presented, and by the Senate the prayer 
of the petitioner was rejected. I move, therefore, 


| that this memorial be laid on the table. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I will remark to the Senate, 


| as some explanation may be necessary, that | have 
| not been present when any action was had upon 


it, nor was I here when the occurrence out of 


| which it arose took place. Lam entirely ignorant 


of the whole matter. This memorial was handed 
to me this morning with a request that | would 


| present it to the Senate, and in discharge of that 


duty I moved its reference to the committee; but 
if it has really had that direction previously, I am 
informed of at for the first time. If it has not al- 
ready been referred and action taken upon it, [ 
hope it will now be referred and acted upon. 

Mr. HALE. I think it is time, the Senate 
owes it to itself, not to give countenance to annoy- 


| ances of this sort any longer. The Chair can 


satisfy the Senator from Texas that what I have 
said is true, and I think the chairman of the com 


| mittee will bear me witness to the same effect. It 


was presented to the Senate at the last session, a 
committee reported, and the Senate took action 
upon it, and it seems to me, with great deference 
to the Senate, that the only mistake the Senate 


| made was in giving this fellow anything. The 


Senate voted him $100, and since that another pe- 
tition has been presented, and the Senate voted to 
reject the prayer of the petition. Now, if the 


| Senate cannot prevent the tenacity with which 
| these petitions are sent to it, there should at least 


be no encouragement given to them. The easiest 
way to get rid of it is to lay it upon the table, and 


| I therefore make that motion. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wishto remark, Mr. Presi- 


| dent, that if the Senate has had this subject here- 


tofore under discussion, I was not present at any 


| time, nor on any occasion, when reference was 
| made to it. If the Senate has a thorough under- 


standing of it, it may be unnecessary, perhaps, to 


| take further action upon it. But being ignorant 
| of the course which has been pursued and adopted 


by the Senate, I felt it to be my duty to present 
the petition. I have done so, and having done so, 
I move its reference to the committee to audit and 
control the contingent expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I renew my motion to lay it upon 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WINTHROP. I present the petition of 
Thos. Kennedy, of Boston, praying to be remu- 
nerated for damages done to his house by a com- 


| pany of the Massachusetts regiment of volunteers 


who were quartered there in 1847, while that regi- 


_ ment was organizing, under the command of Col. 
| Cushing, for the service of the United States in the 
| late war With Mexico. I move its reference to the 
| Committee on Millitary Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to. 


MONUMENT TO GENERAL WARREN. 
Mr. WINTHROP. Ihave been intrusted with 


a memorial from a Committee of the Directors of 


| the Bunker Hill Monument Association, of a 


highly interesting character. 

It sets forth that on the 8th of April, 1777, a 
resolution was adopted by the Continental Con- 
gress, on report of a special committee, in the fol- 


| lowing terms: 


“That a monument be erected to the memory of General 


| Warren, in the town of Boston, with the following inscrip- 


tion: In honor of Joseph Warren, Major General of Massa 
chusetts Bay. He devoted his life to the liberties of his 
country, and in bravely defending them he fell an early vic- 
tim in the battle of Bunker’s Hill, 17th June, 1775. The 


| Congress of the United States, as an acknowledgment of his 


services and distinguished merit, have erected this monu- 


| ment to his memory.”’ 


‘That a monument be erected to the memory of General 
Mercer, in Fredericksburg, in the State of Virginia, with 
the following inscription: Sacred to the memory of Hugh 
Mercer, Brigadier General in the army of the United States. 
He died on the 12th of January, 1777, of the wounds he re- 


| ceived on the 3d of the same month near Princeton, in New 


Jersey, bravely defending the liberties of America. The 
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Congress of the United States, in testimony of his virtues 
and their gratitude, have caused this monument to be erect- | 
ed.”’ 

The memorial proceeds to say, that, at the last | 
anniversary celebration of the battle of Bunker | 
Hill, an offer was made by a citizen of Boston, of 
distinguished liberality, (Hon. Thomas H. Per- 
kins,) of the sum of one thousand dollars towards 
the expense of a monument to the memory of 
General Warren, and that it has been thought 
yroper to take advantage of this occasion to carry 
into effect the design of the Continental Congress, 
as expressed in the resolution of 1777. 

The memorialists now invite the Congress of 
the United States, by way of executing this reso- 
lution, to appropriate a moderate sum in aid of 
the local a for placing a monumental 
statue of General Warren in Faneuil Hall. 

The memorialists conclude as follows: 

«They have no authority to address Congress in refer- 
ence to that part of the original resolution which relates to 
amonument to the memory of General Mercer. They may 
be permitted, however, to say that nothing would be more 
agreeable to them and the community in which they live | 
than to witness the fulfillment of the design of Congress to 
commemorate the name and merit of that illustrious pa- 
triot. a : 

“Your memorialists would feel it to be unBecoming to at- 
tempt to suggest motives to your honorable bodies in favor 
of granting the prayer of their petition. They will only ob- 
serve that, in their opinion, the state of the country is such 
as to give new interest to the characters of the great men | 
by whom its independence was achieved; and they look, 
under Providence, to their memory and example as among | 
the most powerful of the influences on which we and our | 
children must depend for the preservation of that Union, 
toward the foundation of which some of the best blood of 
the South and of the North was liberally poured forth.’’ 

The memorial is signed by George Washington 
Warren, the President of the Association, in be- | 
half of the Committee of the Directors. I amsure 
that I can add nothing to its simple eloquence, 
and I will therefore move its reference, without 
further remark, to the Committee on the Library. 
I move also that the memorial and accompanying 
paper, which contains some interesting facts, be 
printed. The motion to print must go, I pre- 
sume, to the Committee on Printing under the | 
rule. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Library, and the motion to print was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, it was ordered that | 


Mary B. Dix have leave to withdraw her petition | 
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it, and are acting under their own construction? || 
This is an insufficient reason. I cannot see why 
the Department of the Interior shbduld be suspend- 
ing its operation on the bounty land act until | 
Congress shall take further action upon that sub- 


ject. They have a plain duty to perform, and 


and papers. 
{ 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. COOPER gave notice of his intention to 


ask leave to introduce a bill to change the mode of | 


levying duties on imports from foreign countries, 
BILLS PASSED. 


The following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time and passed: 


The bill to amend the act entitled ‘* An act to 
authorize notaries public to take and certify oaths, | 


affirmations, and acknowledgments, in certain 
cases.”’ 

The bill to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the land to which that State is 
entitled under the act of 6th of August, 1846, to 
aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers. 

THF BOUNTY LAND BILL. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


I rise to ask the Senate | 


to take up the joint resolution from the House of | 
Representatives proposing to make land warrants | 


assignable. 


It has been reported back from the | 


Committee on Public Lands, and I have repeated- | 


ly stated to the Senate the reasons why it isa 


matter of great urgency, and I hope that it may | 


be acted upon at once either one way or the other. 
If the Senate should reject it, be it so, and ‘then 
the officers having charge of the execution of the 


law will be enabled to proceed with the disposi- | 


tion of the business which arises under it. If it is 


—s the earlier it is passed the better, and I | 
’ 


ope the Senate will now take it up and act 
upon it, 

Mr. WALKER. I have heard the reasons 
which have just been urged by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, for taking "p this resolution, 
urged by him several times. I have heard them 
also urged by other Senators. They have ap- 
peared to me on each occasion to be somewhat 
singularand peculiar. What authority has any of 
these departments to suspend its operations, when 
there is a clear and explicit law pointing out their 
duty, and when they have themselves construed 


ee 


they can perform it without any trouble. ‘They 
may have taken an intimation from the action of 
the House of Representatives'that the two Houses 
intend to take some further action upon this sub- 
ject; but still that will not do. It is not their duty 
to doso. The passage of a joint resolution by the 
House of Representatives does not become a rule 
of action to the Government or to a Department in 
this country. It will be time for them to suspend 
or change operations when Congress and the Pres- 
ident combined have passed a law which is to 
operate as the law of the land. I can see no ne- 
cessity for taking up this resolution, which is not 
now two weeks old, and is likely to be more mis- 
chievous in its consequences than any other act that 
can be passed, and putting it ahead of matters which 
have been pending before this body for more than 
a year. I can see noreason for it, and I am op- 
posed to it. It is known also to the Senator from 
Kentucky that it was the general understanding 
on ‘Tuesday that there was a particular subject to 
be taken up this morning, and he could not but 
be aware that I have manifested and felt some 
considerable anxiety to have the measure to 
which I allude taken up this morning. I allude 
to the bill of the last session to cede public lands 
to States in which they lie. As I have several 
times remarked, it has been a special order for 
more than a month, and the Senator from Michi- 
gan has been entitled to the floor upon it during 
that time. It nevertheless has been continued 
from day to day, that other special orders might 
occupy the attention of the Senate. More time 
has Sues consumed by motions to take up other 
subjects than would have been suffigient to have 
disposed of this subject. Thus the time of the 
Senate has been exhausted, and I hope that this 
morning, when there are but five minutes left be- 
fore the hour when the special orders will come 
up, this motion may not prevail; for I can assure 
the Senator from Kentucky that the joint resolu- 
tion to which he refers cannot pass, at least until 
it has received the most serious discussion. I 
have views upon that subject which I wish to ex- 
oress if I can obtain the attention of the Senate. 
The honorable Senator, too, has views which he 
desires to express; various other Senators desire 
to participate in the discussion; and I believe he 
will facilitate action upon the resolution if he will 
suffer the subject to which I have referred to be 
acted upon in accordance with the understanding 
of the Senate on Friday last. It cannot be sup- 
posed that a matter of this character can be taken 
up during the morning hour and in five minutes 
disposed of. And I venture to say that if we now 
consent to go into the discussion of the subject 
which the Senator desires to be taken up, he will 
not consent to postpone it when the time arrives 
for the consideration of the special orders. He 
would object to that. Wher we had time on 
Friday to dispose of the bill which I am anxious 
to see passed, he was one of those who, by mo- 
tions, interposed and exhausted the time that 
would have been sufficient for that purpose; and I 
hope he will not now persist in his motion to take 
up that resolution. We have within the last four 
or five years thrown into circulation for the bene- 
fit of capitalists enough of a paper medium by 
which to monopolize the public lands, without 
taking up this batch of unknown millions and 
throwing them into circulation. But if there were 
anything further necessary to cause this measure 
to result to the real benefit of the soldier, to con- 
stitute the boon which Congress intended it should 
be, he would receive my vote; but at the time the 
measure was originally up, I knew it would not 
be left as a boon to the soldiers, but as another 
issue of paper money for the benefit of capitalists, 
with which to monopolize the public lands. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, is the subject 
before the Senate for discussion ? 

The PRESIDENT. It is not open to discus- 
sion upon'its merits. The pending question is 
simply whether it shall now be considered. 

r. WALKER. If I have been out of order, 


the Chair and of the Senate. I did not design to 
be so, and shall consequently say nothing more, 


| almost oon the Senate will 
| regular ort 


Mr. President, all I can do is to ask the pardon of | 
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hoping, however, that as the morning hour is 
xroceed to the 
ers of the day, and that it will not take 
up this joint resolution, unless it be for the pur- 
pose—in which I will join the Senator from Ken- 
tucky—of making it a special order for some 
future day, when he and I and others may under- 
stand that the subject will come up, and be pre- 


— to say, and as shortly as possible, what we 


lave to say upon it. If this is the object of the 
Senator, I will join him in it most heartily. I 
understand it is his object to take it up now, but 
as the hand upon the dial of time points clearly 
and indicates conclusively that the morning has 
yassed, I call for the special order. 

Mr. UNDERWOvuD. I presume that my mo- 
tion cannot be got clear of by my friend from 
Wisconsin speaking till the ‘morning hour is 
passed. We are entitled to a vote upon it, at all 
This is the fourth time that I have made 
this motion, and [ have uniformly withdrawn it 
when any gentleman made a suggestion that he 
had a matter of urgency that he desired to bring 
up. If itis now withdrawn I do not know but 
I shall have to make it four times more before I 
can get the Senate to act upon it. | hope it will 
be disposed of. 

1 feel it incumbent on me to make a remark in 
vindication of the Department which has been 
assailed by the gentleman from Wisconsin. I be 
lieve it has been the practice with the Depart- 
ment, and I think ita wise and salutary practice, 
when the legislative department of the Government 
has taken up a subject proposing to change or to 
modify a law, to deal courteously towards the 
legislative department, so far as to cease operating 


events. 


| under the law until they see whether the legislative 


department will change the rule. The Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. Baveer] has suggested 

to me that this practice has been especially proper 
when one department of the Legislature has passed 

an act. Iwill give an instance of this practice 
which I think salutary. Congress took up the 
subject of commutation pay with interest in be- 

half of the Virginia officers and soldiers. They 
partly legislated in relation to it, and in deference 
to the legislative department the Secretary of the 
Interior suspended operations in relation to the mat- 
ter until he saw what Congress did. Now, I do not 

think, regarding the past practice of the Depart- 
ments and the rule which has governed them 
in that practice, that any injury can result from a 
mere temporary delay. I think that the centle 

man’s condemnatior was not welltimed. IL hope, 
on reflection, he will excuse the Department from 
any censure on a®count of a little delay. Butthat 
delay has been unavoidable from the very nature 
of the claims. Nothing can yet have been done 
except to make preparations, and one of the prep- 
arations necessary 1s the printing of the warrants, 
and, if they are to be made assignable, the print- 
ing with them of the instructions regulating the 
mode of assignment. But, lest I should imitate 
the example of my friend by making along speech, 
I shall take my seat, simply asking the Senate to 
take up this joint resolution and dispose of it. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish merely to suggest to the 
Senate that the French spoliation bill, which I had 
the honor to report to the body at the last session. 
was made the special order for to-day. Thereare 
other special orders before it, and Ido not propose 
to interfere with the consideration of the bill upon 
which the gentleman from Michigan desires to be 
heard this morning. Though I gave notice to the 

| Senate that I would this day move to postpone the 
rior orders in order to take up the bill which I 
nave in charge, as the honorable Senator from 
Michigan and the honorable Senator from Wis- 
consin desire to express their viewsand sentiments 
to-day on another subject, I shall not move the 
postponement until they shall have concluded their 
remarks. ButI desire to say to the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky that | cannot consent to 
have the bill which has been confided to me by the 
| Senate, which has been so long pending before 
the two Houses of Congress, delayed in order to 
take up this resolution, which has been brourht 
to ourconsideration for the first time at the present 
session of Congress. I will, however, at an early 
day eoneur with my friend in teking wp that reso- 
lution. Asat present adyised Lem totally opposed 
to its provisions, but I think it ougit to be taken 
up and receive the consideration of the Senate at 
an early day, I trust that, after the long delay 
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which hes maken place in regard to the important | 


subject to which 1 now call the attention of the 


Senate, it will not be postponed by eny more | 
[ cannot, therefore, vote for the 


special orders. 
motion of the Senator. 

The motion was not agreed to, 17 voung in the 
affirmative and 25 in the nevative. 

THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Senate bill 85, to cede the public lands of the United 
States to the States respecuvely in which they are 
situated, on eondition that the said States shal! 
severaily grant and convey the said lands to actual 
oceupants only, in limited quantities, for cost of 
survey, transfer, and title muniments merely. 

Mr. FELCH, who was entitled to the floor, 


proceeded to address the Senate, and having spo- | 


ken until near the usual hour of adjournment 
without fimshing, he yielded the floor, 


And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tvesvay, January 14, 1851. 

The House met at twelve o'clock, 1m. 
Journal of ye sterday having been read, 

On motion by Mr. SPAULDING Be (the re he ny 
ay objection,) it was so corrected as to insert his 
ame in the negative, on the proposition of Mr. 
McLAananan to suspend the rules to admit his res- 
olution declaring it to be inexpedient and im- 
proper to repeal the fugitive slave law of last ses 
sion. tle had voted yesterday, but his name was 
not recorded. 

Mr. ALBERTSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a resolution; which 
was read for information, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to report a bill, without delay, making au appro 
priation for the improvement of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, 


‘The 


Objection was made, and the resolution was not 

received. 
_ On motion by Mr. GERRY, by unanimous con 
sent, it was ordered that leave be granted to with- 
draw from the files the papers of Mark Durett and 
others. 

On motiou by Mr. BEALE, by unanimous con- 
sent, it was ordered that leave be granted for the 
withdrawal from the files of the House the peti- 
ions and papers of John Rosbury, for the purpose 
of reference to one of the Executive Departments. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired of the 
Chair whether the regular order of business was 
not the call of the committees fr reports ? 

The SPEAKER said that it was. 

Mr. JOHNSON and Mr. GOTT sinultane- 
ously then called for the regular orders. 


CHEAP POSTAGE. 

On motion by Mr. POTTER, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burt in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the special order—the cheap postage 


bill 


The CHAIRMAN directed the first section of 


the original bill to be read, and it was read as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. Be tt enacted, {c., That letters carried in the mail 
of the United States shall be charged with postage as fol- 
lows: 

Upon each letter not weighing over one hall ounce when 
postage is paid where such letter is mailed three ceuts ; and 
for each additional half ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, 
when so prepaid, there shall be charged three cents. There 
shall be charged upon each unpaid letter weighing not 
more than one half ounce five cents, and for each additional 
half ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, when so unpaid, 
the sum of five cents.”’ 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Canrrer] had moved to amend 
this section by striking out the word ‘ three,” 
where it first occurs, and to insert the word ‘‘five,”’ 
vo as to read, that ‘* upon each letter not weighing 
over one half ounce when postage is paid where 
such letter is mailed fire cents,’’ &c.; which amend- 
ment the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr, 
Fow er] had moved to amend by striking out 
the word ‘five,’ and inserting the word ‘‘two;”’ 
and the pending question was upon the proposed 
amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS wished to know if it would 
be in order to move an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio? [Mr, Carr- 
TER. } 





The CHAIRMAN ruled that it would not now 
be in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish, sir, to say a few 
words in opposition tu the amendment betore the 
comiiltlee, 

{t appears to me, sir, that the object of the ecom- 
mittee is to have a cheap postage, and yet at the 
same time to continue the post office in a condi- 
tion that will enable it to sustain itself, 

If the committee will give me its attention for a 
few moments, [ think I can convinee it that, by 
adopting a five cent uniform rate, at least one 
million of dollars can be annually saved in the ex- 
penses of the Post Office Departinent. 

If such a reform is the object, it ean be effeeted 
in that way. ‘Take, for instance, the post office 
in the city of New York: how many clerks aré 
there employed in that office? I do not know. 
Gentlemen from that eity differ: some say fifty, 
and some sixty; but I know that there are nine 
clerks employed in the Post Office Deparument in 


‘ this eity in copying the returns from the city of 


Ne \ ork alone. 

Sir, inh all the post offices in all the large towns 
of the United States, an namense number of clerks 
are employed for the express purpose of making 
out the returns of matis received and mails sent. 

If, then, sir, the committee adopt the amend- 
mentof the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] 


' that a five cent rate shall be charged uniform, one 


sheet of paper would be amply sufficient to make 
out the returns for the city of New York. If you 
adopt this system, therefore, you get rid of a large 
number of clerks employed on this service alone, 
numbering, in the United States, between five and 
six hundred; and inaddition to this, you will get rid 
of the expense of keeping an account of the mails 
received and the mails sent. You can furnish the 
different post offices in the United States with 
stamps, and at the end of the a they have 
nothing mofe to do but to calculate the number of 
stamps on han@, and make out the returns from 
this i and send them to the Department. You 
will get rid, I say, of this enormous expense. | 
know that frauds can be practiced upon this Gov- 
ernment under this system, as they can under the 
present system. What check isthere upon post- 
inasters as to their returns of the numbers of let- 
ters received or sent in the mails? There is no 
check whatever! 

In addition to all this, you get rid of the enor- 
mous quantity of dead letters that are annually 
sent through the post office. 

If, sir, this proposition is adopted for a five cent 
uniform rate, it is my opinion that the Post Office 
Department will sustain itself; without that, I do 
not think it can support itself. 1 cannot vote 
for a less rate than five cents uniform. The argu- 
ments of my friend and colleague from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Warkuiys,] have satisfied me, beyond doubt, 
that it would be injurious to the section of the 
country that we have the honor to represent, 

If itis the object of this bill to produce a re- 
form in the Post Office Department, to ae 


postage, let us adopt a system that will get rid of 


the enormous number of superfluous clerks, of the 
large number of dead letters, and you will ac- 
complish an important object, an important saving 
to the Post Office Department. Let us try this 
for one or two years, and if then we find, from 
actual experience, that we shall be warranted in 
adopting a three, or even two cent rate, the coun- 
try would sustain such a proposition. 

I have frequently heard it argued, that the State 
of New York pays a million of dollars and up- 
wards on the Post Office Department contracts in 
that State, and that such an expenditure ought to 
be reduced 

[Here the hammer fell, the gentleman’s five 
minutes having expired. } 





The question being on the amendment of the | 


gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Fowrer] to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
CartTrer|— 

Mr. CROWELL demanded tellers, and they 
were ordered; and Mr. Ewsne and Mr. Brooxs 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the result 
was—ayes 67, noes 89. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, inquired if it would 
now be in order to move to ement the amendment 


_ of the gentleman from Ohio? [Mr. Carrrer.} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWN. Then | move to amend the 
original bill by striking out the first section and in- 
serting as follows: 

“That from and after the 30th day of June, 1851, letters 
earried inthe mail of the United States shall be charged 
with the following rates of postage: On all letters not ex 
ceeding half an ounce in weight five cents, aud for ever 
additional half ounce or fraction thereof, there shall be 
charged the like sum of five cents additional, and all drop 
letters two cnnts. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
order. 

Mr. BROWN. Lask the Chair if the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Carttrer] cannot accept it in lieu 
of his amendment? 

The CHAI RMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio adopt this as a modification of his amend- 
ment? 

Mr. CARTTER. [am perfectly willing to do 
80, as it carries out the intention I had in view in 
offering my amendment. 

The CHAIRMA N. The Chair is of opinion 
that the gentleman from Ohio cannot adopt the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from In- 
diana. An*amendment to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill had been offered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts in front of the chair, | Mr. 
Asumun,] and that would be the first question but 


7 5 i 2 . . 
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| for the motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 


Carrrer] to amend the firstsection ofthe bill. If, 
therefore, there was no further amendment to the 
first section of the bill, the question would be on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr. SACKETT inquired if it would now be in 
order to move an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is certainly in order to 
offer an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. SACKETT. Then tf offer the following 
amendment: 

Sec. 1, line 1, after the word ** ounce,”’ insert: 


** Upon each letter not weighing over one halfounce, car 


| ried not more than five huudred nules, two cents ; upon each 
| such letter carried more than five hundred and not more 


than one thousand miles, three cents; upon each such let 
ter carried over one thousand and not over two thousand 
miles, five cents; and upon each such letter carried over 
two thousand miles, ten cents; upon every letter of greater 


| weight than one half ounce, there shall be charged for every 


additional half ounce or fraction thereof the same amount 
as for the first half ounce.”’ 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 


| the amendment is not in order, as itis a substitute 


for the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. ASHMUN inquired what was the pending 
question ? 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the pending 


/amendment was that of the gentleman from Ohio, 


| price upon prepaid and unpaid letters. 


[Mr. Carrrer,] to strike out the word ‘* three,”’ 
in the first section of the bill, and insert ** five.”’ 

The Crerx read the first section of the bill asit 
would read if amended. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. The principle con 
tained in that amendment is, in my opinion, right. 
It is what [ am in favor of myself. if proposes to 
make no distinction in the first section between 
prepaid and unpaid letters. By striking out 
‘* three ’’ and inserting “ five,”? you put the same 
If the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio is not 
adopted, | shall then propose to strike out the sec- 
tion, and to insert one ina more simple form, 
making the rate five cents, prepaid as well as un 
paid. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, inquired of 
the Chair whether it was in order to offer aii amend- 


| ment in the nature of a substitute for the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from Ohio? [Mr. Cartrer.| 

The CHAIRMAN responded in the negative. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cartter’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, inquired 
whether it was now in order to move to amend 
the substitute for the bill offered by the chairman 
of the committee? [Mr. Porrer.] 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not In 
order. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, inquired if it was 
not now in order to offer his amendment to strike 
out the whole of the first section ? 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it was not in 


| order. 


Mr. SACKETT offered the following amend 


| ment to the first section of the bill: 








a 





1851. 

Section one, line one, after the word “ ounce,”’ 
insert: 

«Upon each letter not weighing over one half ounce, 
carried not more than five hundred miles, two cents; upon 
each cuch letter carried -more than five hundred and not 
more than one thousand mites, three cents; upon each such 
jetter carried over one thousand and not ever two thousand 
miles, five cents ; and upon each such letter carried over 
two thousand miles ten cents; upon every letter of greater 
weight than one half ounce, there shall be charged for every 
additional half ounce, or fraction thereol, the same amount 
as for the first half ounce.” 

Mr. POTTER said: | should like to know from 
the gentleman from New York who offers this 
proposition, if hecan state tothe committee, satis- 
factorily, the difference in the cost of transporta- 
tion of the half ounce weight three hundred miles 
and five hundred miles? suppose, perhaps, that 
it will amount to one farthing—a quarter of a pen- 
ny—perhaps to a mill. If the gentleman ean 
show me by any facts or figures, a difference be- 
tween the cost of the transportation of a letter five 
hundred miles, after it gets into the mail, and one 


thousand miles, I will very readily accede to a dif- | 


ference of rates on account of distance. As I 
have stated before, it is not the mere transportation, 
the carriage of the mails, which constitutes the 
reat item of expense to the Department; that 
amounts to comparatively nothing; but it is the 
mailing and delivery of letters, and the compen- 
sation of the officers employed under the Depart- 
ment. I should like the gentleman to give some 
reason why this amendment is offered. It can 
but embarrass the bill. 

Mr. SACKETT asked if it was in order for 
him to address the committee in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio ? 

The CHAIRMAN thought not. The gentle- 
man from New York had his right to explain the 
amendment when he offered it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sackerr’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out of the first 
section of the original bill the words: 

“There shall be charged upon each unpaid letter weigh- 
ing not more than one half ounce five cents; and for each 
additional half ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, when so 
unpaid, the sum of five cents.”’ 

The effect of such an amendment would be to 
make a general system of three cents posgage, be- 
cause it would have the effect of causing prepay- 
ment. I am desirous, sir, that whatever system 


of postage we adopt, we should always require | 


letters to be prepaid. Now, sir, this system of 
prepayment is not mere speculation, for it is 
well known to be successfully in operation in the 
greatest commercial country of Europe. I speak 
of the British system. We know it works well 
there, and I think it would do so here. lam of 
opinion that the adoption of such a system would 
effect a great saving and would much simplify the 
accounts of the postmasters, as well as the amount 
of labor performed in the post office department 
generally. In the first place it would save every 
business man the necessity of keeping an account 
with his postmaster. He would, as a matter of 
course, obtain a sufficient number of stamps, so 
as to last him sx months, or a year, if he so 
chooses; and by this means a vast amount of la- 
bor and trouble would be saved in the payment of 
letter postage. He would not be compelled to 
keep any avcount with the postmaster whatever. 
Then, sir, we should be saved a vast amount of 
labor here; the members of the House are continu- 
ally receiving letters, to which they must reply, 
however unimportant to them. When a person 
chooses to trouble members of this House with 
letters, he should be required to pay the postage 
forthem. Such a provision, sir, would save an 
immense amount of labor with which we are bur- 
dened here. 

But I do not think, sir, it is necessary that mem- 


bers here should be deprived of the privilege of 


sending their letters free. Why, sir, since I have 
been a member of this House I have devoted more 
than five years’ laber to other people’s business, 
in which I had no concern whatever, simply be- 
cause of the existence of this franking privilece. 
So far from valuing this liberty of receiving letters 
free, as a member of this House I would give one 
hundred dollars to get rid of it rather than it 
should continue. I think that the amownt of labor 
bestowed upon these letters might be devoted to 
more useful purposes. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky. Withall which 


‘he gentleman who has just sat down has said in 
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; make, however, a discrimination 


of a quarter dime. 


_foree in the reasoning with which the 


reference to the evil of the franking privilege, I 
perfectly agree. 
favor of any proposition by which the franking | 
privilege will be abolished, so far as members of 
Congress are concerned. I think that individuals 
sending letters to them should be required to pre- 
pay their postage, and that members should also 
be required to pay their postage. Iam utterly op- 
posed to the amendment which is now pending—to | 
the system of prepayment. I am for cheap post- 
age, for the three cent rate; and I am for giving 
the privilege to all persons whether they shall 
prepay their letters or not. I should vote against 
any proposition which would tend to take away 
this privilege from the community at large. I 
would leave it discretionary with man 
whether he should pay his postage or net; [ would | 
between the | 
amount charged when prepaid and when not paid, | 
upon the delivery of the letters. ‘The reason why 
1 opposer the proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Vin am is this, that 1 would vote for no 
proposition that would tend to cut off any portion 
of the social and private communications through- 
out the country. We ought to encourage ordi- 
hary correspondence; but if you require prepay- 
ment you reduce the number of letters, and con- 
sequently the amount of revenue to the Post Office 
Department. I do not know how it may be in 
Great Britain, but I know that a very large num- 
ber of our letters are social communications, and 
to require prepayment might tend to diminish that 
number. Let members on this side of the House, 
at least, stand up and vote for the Government 
proposition. 


| 
i 
| 
i 


every 


I say 1 do not know how it can be | 


in Great Britain, but I understand how it is in the | 


United States. 1 know that when individuals are 


required to prepay their letters, the effect would be | 


to cut off a very great number of letters that now 
ro through the post office. 


Thea, Mr. Chairman, | 


if you thus cut off the amount of social inter- | 


course by this species of tax on unpaid letters, of 
course you wou@ also cut off the revenues. Ido 
not expect to be always im Congress, and my m- 
terest is that of my constituents. | am not for | 
taxing any part of the community to enable the 


other portion to transmit their letters und docu- 


ments free. I do not wish to see any of 
correspondence, either love letters [laughter] or 
business letters, taxed. I would like to see the 
franking privilege abolished in toio. [Here 


hammer fell. | 


our 
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I go further, however; I am in |) 
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supported his proposition; and indeed I think the 
com he proposes (two and a half cents) would be 
found to operate well if it could be introduced into 
the large cities, and in commercial relations. But 


| years must elapse before the proposed quarter dime 


the | 


The question was then taken on Mr. Vinton’s | 


amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. DUER moved to amend the first section by 
| inserting after the word ‘ cents,”’ 


g in the ninth 
line, the words, ‘‘ until after the Ist day ef July, 


| 1852, after which day the said rates shall be two 


and a half cents instead of three cents. 


Mr. D. said: I am in favor of a two and a half | 
cent postage instead of a three cent rate, a rate | 


which would be additionally convenient in the 
event of the establishment of a coin of the value 
If, however, such a coin were 
established, it would not come into immediate and 


general circulation, and it would be found difficult, | 


without such a coin, to make the two anda half 
cent rate work well. I therefore propose to let 


the three cent rate remain (if it should be passed) | 


| for the present, and that the two and a half cent 


rate take effect on the Ist of July. If itis neces 


sary to have such small coin, as I think it ig, I 


think the coin J propose is much more convenient. 
I think this question involves the question as to 
whether we shall drive out the Spanish silver coin 
or not, and to establish our own Federal money. 
If you will coin a three cent piece and make it 
convenient, and thus make the twelve and six 


cent pieces divisible, you will be establishing the | 


Spanish, and driving out our Federal silver. In 
such case, it would be almost impossible to keep 
our own coin in circulation. It would, I think, 
tend to drive out the Spanish coin; but whetherit 
would do so or not, it would certainly be a very 
useful coin. I offer this amendment for the pur- 
pose, principally, of seeing the views of the com- 
mittee in valiaiow to such a system of coinage. 
Mr. BROW N, of Indiana. | listened, Mr. Chair- 
man, with great interest to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. — upon the 
subject of changing our coin, which he delivered in 


this House yesterday, ae published in the Globe | 
I am aware that there is much 
gentleman 


of this morning. 


would find its way into the country post offices; 
and unless the postmasters were in possession of 
this coin, they could never give change or pay- 
ment for a letter at the rate proposed. It would 
be a difficulty almost impossible to obviate. | 
have before me a specimen of the three cent coin, 
new from the Mint. It is so small that you can 
almost blow it away, and I think its extensive in- 
troduction impracticable. 

The question being taken on the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Dver,] it 
was lost. 

Mr. CROWELL moved the following amend- 
ment: 

At the end of section one, add: 


‘* Provided, That there shall be charged on all letters 
transported in the mails from any of the Auiantic — in 
the United Statés to any of the ports in the United States 
upon the Pacific, or from any of the ports in the United 
States upon the Pacific to any of the Atlantic ports in th: 
United States, twice the aforesaid rates; and upon all news 
papers, pamphlets, periodicals, magazines, books, or other 
printed matter herein provided for, twice the 
rates.”? 

Mr. C. continued. I am satisfied, Mr. Chair- 
man, that a bill reducing the rates of postage wil! 
pass at the present session of ¢ Songress, and most 
wobably the bill reported by the committee will 
* the one the House will eventually favor. lam, 
for onc, therefore, inclined to direct my attentis 
to it, so as to make it acceptable to a reasonable 
majority of this House. 

The object of the amendment that [ have pro 
posed, is to meet the views of those gentlemen; 
and there are a great many such, I believe, in this 
House who favor a discrimination in the rates of 
postage between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 

I think, sir, owing the very great distance 
and expense of the transportation of the mails 
from one point to the other, that such a discrimi 
nation is right and just; “and if the re 
duced to three cents, I think, sir, that the price of 
transportation of letters hence to San Francisco is 
not too much. My colleague (the chairman of the 
committee) has recommended four times that 
amount im his substitute. That, | think, is tee 
high, with all due deference to his better judgement: 
and [ therefore propose my amendment reducing 
that amount one half, and yet double the ordinary 


atoresaid 


to 


rates are 


rates of postage between all other pomts mW the 
5 . 
country. 
Mr. ASHMUN. I merely wish to say. sir, 


that I am entirely ca d to the discrimination 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Crow 
ELL.] I think there is no reason why our sister 
States on the other side of the Mississippi, and on 
the Pacific coast, should not receive the same ben 
efits as we on this side of the Rocky Mountains 
I think no such discrimination should be made. | 
think such adiscrimination is odious. We should 


| place all our fellow-citizens on the same footing 


All are entitled to the same rates of postage. Lam 
entirely opposed to any proposition favoring a 
system of discrimination. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Crowe's 
amendment, and it was notagreed to 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. If there is no othe: 
amendment to the first section of the bill, I will 
now move to strike out the whole of that section 
and insert a substitute which I will send to the 
Chair. 1 suppose it is now in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, to strike out the first section of 
the bill, is not now in order. The motion of the 
gentieman from Massachusctis [Mr. Asuna Nn} is 
the pending question, if there is no further amend- 
ment offered to the first section. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, offered the 
following amendment as a proviso to the first sec- 
tion of the bill: 

Provided. That no now in exister shall be 
discontinued, nor shall the mat! service on any mail route 
in any of the States or Territories be discontinued or di 
minished in consequence of any diminution of the revenues 
that may result from this act: dnd provided, further, That 
it shal! be the duty of the Postmaster General to establish 
new post offices and place the mail service on new maj] 
routes established, or that may hereafter be established, jn 
tie same manner as though this act bad not been passed 
ind prov ided, further, That the compensation of 
master shall be diminished tn consequence of the 
of this act 


Rice 


vost off ce 


Mme Dowd 
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the committee, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. PARKER, who rose toa question of order. 
He wished to know if it was not in order to move 
to improve the first section before the proviso was 
added to it. 


The CHAIRMAN replied that the amendment | 


of the gentleman from Kentucky was perfectly in 
order. 

Mr. CALDWELL. 
with a view to protect the rural districts and the 
sparsely-populated districts, from the regulations 
of the Department,—and, indeed, as [ am told, from 
a positive law—that post routes shall be discon- 
tinued, if they do not furnish the proportion of the 
revenues necessary to defray their own expenses. 


THE 


Mr. CALDWELL was proceeding to address } 


| 
| 


1 offer my amendment | 


If this act become a law, (and unless some pro- || 
vision similar to that which I have offered, be incor- | 


porated in the bill,) [ think the effect must be, thata 
very large number of the rural post offices must be 
discontinued. My own district, as my colleague 


has shown, would be likely in that évent, to be af- || 


fected. It is manifest, Mr. Chairman, that the in- 


come of the offices there must diminish, and that in | 
consequence, without some provision of this kind, | 


the salaries of the postmastefs must be diminished 
too. Under these diminished rates, if made the 
law of the land, | have little doubt, as I have said, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sustaining them, discontinue them. It is frequent- 
ly a matter of convenience to the people that the 
Postmaster General shall change the route, and 
frequently, in consequence of the establishment of 
new routes, old routes ought to be discontinued. 
In some instances, the people themselves petition 
that those routes shall be discontinued. Since I 
have been a member of this House, there have 


been several cases of this kind within my own dis- | 
trict, where, in consequence of the establishment 


of new routes more beneficial to the people, the 
people living on the old routes have desired the 
service on the old routes to be discontinued. I 
think, therefore, that we must legislate carefully 
on this subject, or we shall compel the Postmaster 


whether it may be necessary or not. 


Mr. CALDWELL. 


of the subject then? 
Mr. PHELPS. Iam not speaking as though 
my substitute would be adopted. 4 am only 


| throwing out these suggestions in order that the | 


gentleman may modify his amendment so as, to 
accomplish the object which I believe he has in 


|| view. 


that in many of the post offices in the interior of || 


the United States, the income would fall so low that 
no competent postmaster could be got to take 


salary. To protect the rural district post offices 


from a diminution of mail facilities, and to retain || 


competent postmasters, some provision like that I 


comes a law. 


offered the amendment in good faith, and under 
the absolute conviction that without its adoption 
very many of our post offices must be discontinued, 
greatly to the inconvenience and detriment of the 
rural districts. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, who, I 
think, has not prepared it so as to orient the 
difficulty which he wishes to avoid, 


stand his amendment, it provides that no post | 
office shall be discontinued after the passage of | 


this act. Now, we know very well, that post 
offices are established upon different points, and 
the mails may pass over one road leading to that 


. . 1 
point, or over another, as may suit the convenience 


of the people; and oflemtimes at the request of the 
citizens of the neighborhooda ost office is discon- 


tinued and the route is changed to accommodate a | 


larger portion of the citizens, 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, (interposing.) | 
I judge from the remarks of the gentleman from 


Missouri that he has not properly considered my 
amendment, The fault is not in the amendment 
itself, but in the consideration which the gentle- 
man has given to it. The amendment provides 
not that post offices shall not be discontinued, but 
that they shall not be discontinued in consequenée 
of any diminutipn arising under this act. 

Mr. PHELPS. I may very possibly have mis- 
understood the amendment in hearing it read. It 
is here, however, and | will read it. 
lows: 


Provided, ‘That no post office now in existence shall be 
discontinued, nor any mail route in any State or Tern- | 


tory be discontinued or diminished in consequence of any 
diminution of revenue that may result from this act. 


Mr. CALDWELL. Precisely so; “ in conse- 


quen@é of any diminution of revenue that may re- 
sult from this act.”’ 


Mr, PHELPS. 


onreaers of a diminution in the revenue and 
those discontinued at the request of the citizens. 


If the gentleman wishes to prevent the Post Office | 


Department from discontinuing the mail service 


on routes now established, that is one thing, but |! 


keeping the post offices precisely in the places 
where they are established is another thing; be- 
cause the wants and convenience of the people 
oftentimes require a change. But if gentlemen 
desire that mails shall be carried on every mail 
route on which mails are now transported, let the 
law of 1825 be repealed. In the amendment which 
I intend to propose to this bill, I have provided 
that the Postmaster General shall not, in conse- 


| 
If I under- | 


It is as fol- | 


It would be a hard matter to | 
distinguish between post offices discontinued in | 


| ment to the first section of the bill. 
charge of the post office at a greatly diminished || 


The question was then taken on Mr. Ca.p- 
WELL’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. GERRY rose and said: I have an amend- 
It is to insert 


in the fourth line of the bill after the word ‘ fol- |' 


|| lows,’’ the following: 











‘Upon all letters or sealed packets, not weighing more 


j| than one half ounce, carried five hundred miles or less, 
have offered is absolutely necessary if this act be- 1] 
Without intending to detain the | 
committee, [ merely wish to state that I have || 


two cents. Upon letters or sealed packets carried over 


| five hundred miles, and less than one thousand, five cents. 
| Upon all letters or on sealed packets, carried over one | 


thousand miles, and to any pointin the United States, ten 
cents, and like additional suis for every additional half 


| ounce or fractional part thereof.” 


Mr. Chairman, I had the honor a few days 


| since of submitting some remarks to the com- || 
| mittee, and at that time I intimated that I should, 
|if 1 got an opportunity, pragose the amend- 
| ment which I have now offered. 
| hend, however, that the amendment will not meet || 
| with the approval of a majority of the committee; 


and I fear also that the bill as reported by the 


committee, will be adopted with some slight mod- | 


ifications. With that bill I am prepared to be 


content, but still [ should much prefer that the 
| amendment which I have offered to the first section 


| der to divert to the revenues of the Post Offiee | 


of the bill should be adopted, for this reason: that | 


I am satisfied that something must be done in or- 


Department the large amount of money which is 
now paid for letters carried by private expresses 
between the large cities of the Union. 


If private expresses can carry letters for two 


and three cents, the Department should do the 
same. ‘I'v my certain knowledge, a large amount 
of the letters transmitted between some of the 


| larger cities of the United States, are carried by 


private expressess. And why? For the very 
reason, and for no other, that the Department 


charges five cents a letter, and the private ex- 


/ ment, and can never do away with that objection | 
| toa reduction of the rates of postage. 


presses carry them for two and three cents. 

Now, sir, let me say a few words in relation to 
a uniform rate of five cents. Gentlemen have ex- 
pressed great apprehension lest the expenses of 
the Post Office Department should be thrown 
upon the general Treasury. Now 
any gentleman who willexamine the subject, must 
come to the conclusion, that a uniform rate of five 
cents can never meet the expenses of the Depart- 


1 admit 
that there is great simplicity in a uniform rate of 
five cents; but simplicity is the only recommenda- 
tion which the five cent rate has, There is no 
equality—there is no justice in a uniform rate of 


postage in a country covering such a vast extent | 


| of territory as ours. 


Thechairman ofthe Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, asks us why we should charge | 


five cents for carrying a letter one thousand miles, 


and only two cents for carrying it one hundred, | 


' and why we should establish these arbitrary rates? 


| trary rule in relation to the subject. 


My reply to that inquiry is, that thewhole matter 
is arbitrary, and that we must adopt some arbi- 
If you estab- 
lish a uniform rate, it is arbitrary; it is unequal 
and unjust. If you establish a graduated scale of 


: oe ree : Seen Soe 
of the revenue requisite to meet the expenses of |; high rate, while at the same time you 


Suppose the gentleman *g | 
| substitute for the bill does not pass, what becomes 


| almost appre- | 


I think that | 


; Secure the 
advantages of a uniform low rate. 


Mr. SWEETSER said, the amendment now 

_ pending discloses one of the main objects of th. 
_ advocates of this cheap postage system. It ‘oes 
_ disclosed on yesterday to some extent by my col- 
league, the chairman of the Committee on 
| Post Office and Post Roads, [Mr. Porter, ] 
_ we now discover that this movement, as I had an- 
ticipated from the beginning, grows out of the 
competition which exists between the Post Office 


the 
and 


|| Department and the private expresses of the large 


cities of the Union. {n such a contest I have no 
sympathy or interest. I do not intend that my 
| votes or action in this House, or the manner in 


|| which I shall represent my constituents, shal] he 
General to keep up the service on every route, |! 


in any manner affected by this kind of competi- 
tion iseound the Post Office Department of the 
| country and the private expresses. I do not care 
if private expresses do come in competition with 
the Post Office Department. I have no hesita- 
tion in declaring that if the private expresses of 
the country could transact all the business of 
this sort and relieve the country from the Post 
Office Department, I should be gratified. I wij! 
not be controlled in my action in regard to this 
matter by any contest which may be got up be- 
tween private expresses and the Post Office De- 
partment. 

Sir, it is in the large cities, and where the dis- 
| tances are short, that efforts are being made to 
obtain this reduction of postage. And if it be 
that there is a contest between the large cities of 
the Union and the sparsely-settled districts—if 
| that be the point, I, for one, am quite ready to 
| meet it. I am willing to enter into the contest 
where interests confined within such narrow limits 
seek to overshadow and control interests spread 
far and wide throughout this vast Confederacy. 

I took occasion to say the other day that [am 
opposed to all invidious distinctions. The great- 
est amount of the labor in the Post Office Depart- 
ment is in the receiving and mailing of letters, and 
not in their transportation. It is a fact well known 
that the greatest letter mail. between New York 
and Philadelphia could be taken on two horses. 
| It is the newspapers and other printed matter 
| which weighs down our mails, and that portion of 

the serwce which relates to letters is encumbered 
| by the printed matter which is sent from the large 
cities of the Union. For one, I am prepared to 
| take the position, that if private expresses are able 
to perform this service cheaper and better than the 
ublic mails, let them do it, and my vote shall not 
bs given in order to affect their interests or to con- 
trol in any manner this controversy which exists 
between the Post Office Department and the pri- 
, vate expresses. 

I would ask the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Gerry,] and other gentlemen who advocate this 
measure, why, if the private expresses can do the 
service so much cheaper than the Department, will 
you get up this controversy? 

Mr. GERRY, (interposing.) For the very rea- 
son that*we wish to secure to the Department the 
revenue paid to these private expresses, in order 
to furnish you and your constituents with the 

| facilities you demand. 

| Mr. SWEETSER. Sir, we ask no favors. 

The State which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent upon this floor asks no favors; she has no 
sympathy in this controversy between the Gov- 
ernment and the expresses. I have before pointed 
out the sources from which this controversy 

| emanates, and the manner in which it was got up, 
and in which this cheap postage bill has been 
foreed upon the House. { am opposed to this 
amendment, and I shall not only vote against it, 
but I shall vote against every amendment that 
seeks to make invidious distinctions between one 
section of the country and the others. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
out the words ‘‘two cents,’ where they occur I 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 

| Gerry,] and insert ‘three cents.’’ I fully concur 
in the reasoning of the gentleman from Maine. It 
is the duty of Congress, under the Constitution, 0 
establish post offices, and of course to establish 
post routes. It is our constitutional duty to carry 
the mails; and in order that we may carry Inte 
effect that duty, it is necessary for us to adopt 
such rates as shall cut off these private expresses. 
‘If the idea of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 


quence of mail routes failing to yield three fourths || charges, you avoid the objections to a uniform |, Sweerser] be concurred in, and private express*s 
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he permitted to carry the mails, then it would be 
netter at once to abolish the post office system en- 
“rely, and put it into the hands of private compa- 
vies; put such I am sure is not the opinion of the 
a jority of Congress, or of the people of this coun- 


iry. Lf we are to confer the privileges and benefits | 


on newspapers, which are proposed by some gen- 


‘lemen, it can only be done by the adoption of | 


«uch regulations as will secure the revenue from 
letter postage, which private expresses are now 


obtaining. I can see no objection in the world to | 


adopting a graduated rate, such as that ee 
hy the gentleman from Maine. I believe t 

the shorter routes, a great deaf of the transporta- 
tion of letters is carried on by private companies, 
aud it would therefore be highly proper that the 
rates upon these routes should be reduced, so asto 
secure to the Department the revenue now collected 
by private companies. But we know that there are 
no such expresses engaged on the routes from the 
Atlantic cities to the eee c.; and there is 
therefore no necessity for reducing the rates on 
those routes, as much as we reduce them on the 
shorter routes. 

It appears to me, from all the information that 
[am able to obtain, that we should derive such 
a revenue from the five and ten cent rates upon 
those long routes, as from the three cent rates. 
For, if you have very high rates for the short dis- 
tances between the large cities, you will derive no 
revenue from them at all. I think a three cent 
rate will be sufficient to destroy these private ex- 
yresses, and I therefore think it is better to adopt 


it, and if afterwards it shall be found by experience | 


that those gentlemen who favor the lowest rates 
of postage are right, we can then come down to a 
rate of two cents, or even one cent, if it shall be 
proved that that rate can sustain the Department. 

Mr. VENABLE said: Mr. Chairman, I was 
gratified at the adoption of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Catpwe t,] 
which provided that the reduction of postage 
should not cause the discontinuanice or diminution 
of mail facilities to the country; that the scanty 
salaries of our rural postmasters should suffer no 
curtailment on account of such abatement in the 
rates of postage. This is right, sir. I feel some 
surprise to hear gentlemen say that the demands 
for the benefit of the facilities afforded by the mails 
is one that the people enjoying them should be 
compelled to pay for; that in the event that the 
income of the post office should be insufficient to 
defray its expenses, that those sections of the 
country which yield but little revenue from that 
source should be denied the facilities which the 
establishment affords. It is equally reasonable to 
demand that the frontiers should be driven to rely 
upon themselves for protection against hostile in- 
vasions, because the expense of maintaining the 
requisite force would greatly exceed the value of 
the lives and property protected... The whole mis- 
take is to be found in this error: that the post of- 
fice shall be a self-supporting institution. A greater 
fallacy cannot be conceived. If it were carried 
out it would defeat all governments. I affirm that 
there is no process of civilization which has been 
so fruitful in great results—so productive in the 
development of all that is interesting and lovely in 
the human character. I see gentlemen who will 
vote to open the Treasury for steamships for col- 
onizing Africa with free negroes, and transporting 
mailsand letters to and from that continent—whose 
benevolence is so expansive as to seek new chan- 
nels of communication across distant seas to carry 
mails to foreign countries—who vote millions for 
French spoliations—to make harbors and improve 
rivers—whose hearts on other subjects expand so 
as to include the universe; but when the claims 
of the rural people of our own land are made, 
those hearts contract, and the reply is, Pay for it 
and you shall have it. If Wall street asks for the 
creation of a corporation to build steamers in part- 
nership with the Government; if new regiments 
are to be raised, and friends are to get places and 
commissions; if the Treasury is to - poured out 
upon great, brilliant, and imposing enterprises, the 
measures are defended with zeal and supportedwith 
eloquence. These great questions attract public 
notice by letter-writers and others; public senti- 
ment is manufactured; a clamor is raised, and the 
grandeur of the schemes in some measure diverts the 
attention of the country from their enormity. In- 
ternal improvements, rivers, harbors, steamboats, 
and railroads appeal to the Treasury for support. 


at upon | 
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Public lands, by millions of acres, are given, mil- | no alternative remains but to either reduce the 


lions of dollars are appropriated, loans negotiated, 
and taxescollected. ‘hese are great schemes; and 
although local, they can be combined, and a ma- 
jority can be secured so that the measures are 
adopted and perfected at the public expense. But 
when a sparsely-settled country, the frontier settler 
whe has invaded the forest with his axe—when 
the obscure widow or orphan of the soldier asks 
for the means of communication afforded to the 
rich and the influential, their voice is unheard. 
They make no clamor; they have not been cor- 
rupted by Government favors, and their claims 
are oversloughed by the insoleuce of wealth and 
power. Gentlemen are willing to pamper those 
who have fed upon the Treasury, to enlarge the 
bounty to satisfy the clamors of rapacity, but pass 
by the claims of modest worth. ‘They stimulate 
a disease already consuming the moral sense of 
the co ntry, and deny to society that impulse 
which gives energy to the vital influence, bearing 
it from the centre to the remote extremities. The 
intercourse established by the mails ministers to 
the organization of society, in a manner similar to 
the,circulation of the blood through the system. 
I desire no unequal diffusion, no feverish excite- 
ment, but that gentle, uniform current, both the 
cause and evidence of health. Whilst, sir, | am 
an advocate for reduction, | will not vote for any 
rash experiment upon thesystem. I am sure that 
the revenue will be increased. I am also confident 
that the people of this Confederacy are as much 
entitled to the facilities of intercourse by the mails, 
as they are to the protection of the Army and the 
Navy against the enemies of the country. For 
wise economy. I am an advocate; for just demands 
I know but one way, that is, to meetand discharge 
them. I would not vote for a law which would 
discontinue a single post office when one ought 
to be preserved, or deny one when it may be justly 
demanded. I would not drive deserving men from 
the office of postmaster. I would provide for all 
these contingencjgs, and as the most efficient mode 
of effecting chil would extend the blessings of 
the post office establishment to all our broad lands, 
and by reducing the cost, encourage the frequency 
of the intercourse of minds and hearts. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Hau to the amendment of Mr. Gerry, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. McDONALD ‘moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Gerry, by striking out the words 
‘“and less than one thousand,’’ and the words, 
**and upon all letters and sealed packets carried 
over one thousand miles, and to any point in the 
United States, ten cents,’’ so as to leave but two 
rates, that is for all distances under five hundred 
miles, two cents; and all over five hundred miles, 
five cents. 

Mr. McDONALD. I am in favor, Mr. Chair- 
man, of the principle of this amendment; and I 
believe, with a very large majority of this House, 
that a reduction of the postage is necessary; 
but in effecting this reduction, we have several 
objects to accomplish. We must effect this re- 
duction of the postage in Such a way as not to 
reduce the postal facilities of the rural districts— 
this is in part accomplished by the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, {Mr.CaLpwe xt, |— 
and also in sucha manner as sliall tend to increase 
the amount of postal matter that will be trans- 
mitted through the mails. 

I am opposed, Mr. Chairman, to the reduction 
of the postage rates to a uniform system, because 
I do not believe that such a uniform system would 
effect the objects 1 have stated above. If that uni- 
form rate is established at five cents, you then only 
reduce the letter postage upon letters that are 
transmitted over three Saniil miles; because, ac- 
cording to our present rates, a five cent postage is 
charged upon letters that are transmitted less than 
three hundred miles, and a ten cents postage for 
greater distances; and as the number of letters that 
are transmitted three hundred miles and under 
greatly exceed the number that are transmitted 
over that distance, such a reduction will reach that 
class only upon which the least revenue is derived 
at the present rates; and it is probable that but 
a small increase will be made in the number of let- 

ters that are transmitted over three hundred miles 
by reducing the rate of pastage to five cents uni- 
form rate. 

You cannot expect to make up for the deficien- 
cy of the revenue by such a reduction as this; and 





amount of postal service or throw the burdens of 
the mail upon the Treasury, both of which propo- 
sitions | am utterly opposed to; but by adopting 
the amendment which have proposed, you then 
give to the individual who may desire to transmit 
letters any distance over five hundred miles a 
cheap rate of postage, and offer every inducement 
to use the mals in preference to transmitting by 
hand, and thereby offer every inducement to in- 
crease the amount transmitted that could be rea- 
sonably demanded, while upon letters transmitted 
a less distance than five hundred miles you make 
a corresponding reduction, and increase the in- 
ducement to use the mails, as a cheaper and safer 
mode, to the exclusion ef the private express. 
And after all, we must reasonably expect our 
greatest increase in the number of letters trans 

mitted in that elass of letters that are transmitted 
comparatively a short distance. For these rea- 
sons I am clearly of opinjon that the reduction I 
have proposed, if adopted, will fully meet the 
wants of the country, and at the same time do no 
serious injury to the revenue of the Department 
which is now obtained from the ten-cent rate. 

In addition to that, there is certainly no principle 
that is more equitable than that those persons who 
receive the benefit of postal services should pay in 
proportion to that benefit. And, sir, it is unques- 
tionably a greater accommodation to a man to 
have his letters transmitted five hundred miles than 
itis to have them transmitted twenty-five miles. 
The proposition, as I understand it, is for a five 
cents uniform rate; and therefore the same charge 
would be made for the transmission of letters one 
thousand miles as for ten miles; and, sir, I con 
ceive that there is no equity in such a system as 
that. 

Sir, [ again repeat, if you wish to increase the 
aggregate number of letters transmitted through 
the mails, you must reduce the postage of those 
that are transmitted the shorter distances. And 
this is certainly rational; it is in accordance with 
facts and all experience. 

We have been referred by gentlemen on this 
floor to the experience of England. Now, I think 
there is no principle upon which a comparison can 
be drawn between that country and our own; for, 
in almost all cases there, the distances are short, 
and consequently the reduction of postage there 
has been upon the transmission of matter for short 
distarttes. ‘There is, perhaps, no one route in the 
United Kingdom that exceeds the distance of five 
hundred miles; and the same reason cannot, in 
the nature of things, exist there for making the 
distinction in distances that does here. While her 
routes extends for hundreds of miles, ours is 
lengthened out by thousands; and while her pop- 
ulation is compact, and her greater amount of mail 
matter is confined to a few large commercial cities, 
ours extends over a large continent and an im- 
mense area, all of which has to be supplied with 
mail facilities. 

A creat portion of our country Is very sparsely 
settled, and there can be certainly but little benefit 
accruing to those in these portions of the country 
upon such a reduction as that which is cont mpla- 
ted; but if a uniform rate is to be established, I 
then prefet that the rate established should be 
three cents rather than five cents, as I believe that 
would tend to increase the amount of mail matter 
much more than the five cent rate, inasmuch as it 
would operate as a reduction upon all the rates of 
postage under the present law; and I firmly believe 
we can only look for an increased number of let- 
ters through mails to any great extent by making 
the reduction operate upon those letters that now 
pay five cents, as well as upon those of a higher 
rate. 

Mr. SACKETT. Mr. Chairman, I am op- 
yosed to the amendment of the gentleman from 
idiien: [Mr. McDonacp,] but | am in favor of 
the proposition of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Gerry.} I hope that proposition will be main- 
tained by this House. 

Thechairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads seems to have the impression 
that every proposition that is brought up here to 
alter or modify his bill in any way, is intended to 
hinder the passage of the bill reported by the com- 
mittee. I believe that the rate established by that 
bill can never be maintained as the rate of postage 
in this country. 

How, sir, can the mail matter be carried two 
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thousand miles as cheap as it can be carried one | 
hundred miles? The chairman of the committee 
says it will cost no more to carry a letter weighing 
half an ounce two thousand miles, than it will one 
thousand miles, or one hundred miles. But, sir, 
[ think in this the chairman of the committee is 
vot correct. It is not the weight of a single letter 
‘(hat we are to consider in making the estimate, but | 
the aggregate amount of the mail matter. I appre- 
hend no ene will say that the aggregate amount of 
mail matter carried over our great mail routes can 
be transported as cheap two thousand miles as it 
can be one hundred miles. No one would sup- 
,uve this amount of matter can be carried as cheap | 
betwen the cities of New Orleans and Boston as | 
it could be between New York and Albany. If 
this amendment were to prevail, it would bankrupt | 
the Department. It cannot be maintained if you 
undertake tocarry the mail long distances at the 
same rate you carry it for shortdistances. I main- | 


tain that the principlé of carrying your mails || 


two thousand miles for the same price you carry | 
them one hundred, is arbitrary; it is unphilosoph- | 
ical; it is mot equitable. How can the Depart- 

ment maintain iwelf if this principle be adopted? 

Suppose the State of New York were to undertake 

to charge the same rate of toll on a barrel of flour 

from Buffalo to Lockport it charges fron: Buffalo 

to Albany. ' 
just or equitable? Now, sir, the principle is just 

the same as that of carrying the mail at uniform 

rates, W ithout regard to distance. 

Mr. FOWLER. The gentleman inquires upon 
vhat principle it is that the rates of postage should 
not be uniform, and raises the inquiry whether a 
certain weight can be carried two thousand miles 
as cheap as—— 

Here the hammer fell.] 

‘he question being on the amendment of Mr. 
McDonatp to the amendment, it was put, and 
the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. MEADE. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Maine, | 
{Mr. Gerry,] as follows: 

To evike out the words * five hundred ”’ and insert “ one 
hundred and fifty ’’ in lieu thereof. 
I think that if such an amendment were adopt- 

ed I should be induced to vote for the proposition, 
hecause by establishing that as the distance within 
which a two cent postage shall prevail we by that | 
means cut off the private expresses betwegn the | 
large clues. 


The establishment of one hundred and fifty , 
miles as the limit would embrace Boston, New | 


York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, &c., and by 


ihis means we should secure to the Department | 


the revenue upon the correspondence between those 
large cities, which a uniform rate of five cents 


would not. I repeat again, my object in proposing | 
the amendment is to secure the largest amount of | 


revenue we can get between the large cities. I 

shall be in favor of a uniform rate of five cents, 

unless this object can be accomplished. I there- 

fore offer this amendment to the amendment of the 

gentleman from Maine, and if it prevail T shall 
ote for his amendment. 

Mr.SACKETT. Mr. Chairman,1 aim opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Meape,] upon Pires stated by me he- 
lore. ‘These principles are the only ones that 
should gevern our action upon the question of the 
iranspertation of the mail. 

I wish now to offer an illustration, drawn from 
the experience which we have had in mail matters. 
The chairman of the Committee on the Post Offiee 
and Post Roads tells us the question of distance is a 
matter of no consequence in the cost of transport- | 
ation. How does it happen that in the routes 
between New York and I 
and Baltimore, New York and Buffalo—the great 
thoroughfares of the country—cost three, four, 
five, ten, or twenty times. as much as the same 
distance on the small routes in the country? Is 
there any other consideration than that of the 
qonmen of weight to produce that difference ? 

fothing else. It is a fallacious principle to sup- 
pose that this increase of cost is to be attributed | 


'o any other reason than thatof increase of weight. || 


It is an aggregation of weight. The only ques- 
tion is, what is the distance, and what is the | 
weight? These are the only two principles which 
govern the expense of transportation. More than | 
half the enure expense of the Post Office Depart- 
ment is for carrying the mail, If we are to re- 
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Does any one suppose that would be | 
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gard the Post Office Department as a self-sustain- 
ing Department of the Government, we must 
ascertain what will produce the revenue sufficient 
to sustain the Department. 

A word upon the importance of the Post Office 
Department sustaining itself. ‘That principle must * 
be maintained. It is unquestionably true that the 
interests of the country demand it. The people 
will never consent to lay a tax upon their prop- 
erty to support this Department. So long as it 
does maintain itself, the mail facilities that have 
been afforded will be continued. 

One word upon the subject of the reduction of 
postage, whieh took place in 1845. The average 
reduction in 1845 from the pone prior to that 
time, was about one liundred and thirty per cent. 
We have had an increase of the mail faciliues, and 


| an increased number of mail routes since that time. 


The mail routes have increased in a greater pro- 
oortion since 1845 than they did prior to that year. 
rhe proposed reduction is about eighty-tliree per 
cent. from the present rates. 

The question was then taken onthe amendinent 
of Mr. Megane to the amendment, and rejected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I wish to offer the amend 
ment which I send to the Chair, if it is in order. 

The Crerk read the amendinent. It is as fol- 
lows: 


‘‘' That from and after the thirticth day of June, 1851, let 
ters carried in the mail of the United States, without regard 
to distance, shall be charged with the following uniform 
rates of postage: Onall letters, not exceeding half an ounee 
in weight five cents, and for every additional half ounce, 
or fraction thereof, there shall be charged like sum ot 
five cents additional, aud all drop letters two certs. No 
posiage shall be charged on newepapers vent from the office 
of publication to any post ofiice in the county where 
printed. And the Postmaster General is hereby authorized, 
whenever the revenues of the Department will permit, to 
abolish the postage, first, on newspapers sent by mail from 
the office of publication to persons livingin the Siate where 
such papers are printed; and, second, to abolish newspaper 
postage entirely: Provided, That such successive abolitions 
of postage on newspapers shall only be made wiea it can 
be done without causing the expenditures of the Post Othiec 
Department to exceed the revenus ‘we 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 
Was not in order, being a substitute for the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I offer it 
to the amendment now pending. 

Mr. DUER. It 
amendiuent. 
ment in part. 

The CHAIRMAN again stated that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Texas was not now 


Like 


8 an amendment 


is a Substitute for the whole 
Now I want t# amend that amend- 


| in order, 


Mr. KAUFMAN. Then is the amendment of 
the gentleman front Maine not amendable ? 
The CHAIRMAN replied that it 


amenda- 


' ble, but not by a substitute. 


Mr. DUER then said: I propose to amend the 
amendinent pow under consideration, by striking 
out “five hundred’? and inserting *s 


I rise for the purpose of savin 


ix hundred.” 
«afew words on the 
L hold opin- 
ions on this subject very similar to those expressed 
by my colleague, and I wish only to say a few 
words why I cannot vote for a uniform rate of 
postage. I can understand why. ina country like 
Great Britain, it may not be expedient, asa matter 
of expediency, to have several rates of postage. 
I can see no reason why the person who sends 
his letter a long distance should pay tax, whilst 
Government in effect confers bounty on 
whdése letters are carried short distances. 

is that a just principle? I think, it clearly is not. 

But, it is said that the Post Office Department is | 
like the War or the Navy Depariment, and that 

there is no reason why we should not appropriate 

money from the Treasury in aid of it, as tor either 

of the other Departments. 


those 


Now, 


It might be a much more pertinent inquiry why | 


the Government does this business at all, than 


why the Government should not do it without || 
We carry letters for individuals, and I | 


charge. } 
believe that it is the only instance in which the 
Government undertakes to perform services for 
payment, But is there not a most obvious differ- 
ence between this Department and those of the 
Army and Navy, sich are for the protection of 


, the whole country, and by which no speciiic ser- 


vice is rendered to individuals? If the Govern- 
ment is to carry letters throughout the country 
gratis, or for so low a charge as not to be remuner- 


‘ative, why should not the Government set up as 


earrier in genera)? T do not mean to say that the 
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Government should give up the carrying of letters 
altogether: there are other reasons why we should 
not do that; but it does seem to me just that ind; 
viduals should pay in proportion to the levies 
rendered to them, and it is but just that the tax 
should be apportioned, or that we should approx. 
imate to such an apportionment; and I do not see 
why this should not be done in this case. Now 
sir, being in favor of cheap postage, I am for j; 
with certain limitations. I mean, in the first place. 
a postage as low as we can afford to put it, and no 
lower. I would also vote for a reduction that 
should not tend to geduce the postal facilities, for 
it is no use for a man to have to walk ten miles to 
his post office to get his letter, even supposing he 
should only have to pay three instead of ten cents 
1 know that a provision has heen inserted in the 
bill, that this act shall make no difference in the 
postal facilities of the country; but it is impos. 
sible that any Postmaster General can admin 
ister the Department without it. You will havs 
either a large deficiency of several millions of do}. 
lars in his report, or else the postal facilities wil] 
be cut off, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Deer’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I ask leave 
to present the following amendment: — 


Insert after the word ‘ cents,”’ in the 7th line 
of the Ist section of the bill, the following: 

‘* Not weighing over one half ounce, when postage is 
paid where such letter is mailed, three cents, when carried 
in the mail not exceeding three hundred miles; when car 
ried over three hundred miles five cents; when carried to 
California or Oregen ten cents; and for each additional half 
ounce or fraction of half an ounce, when so prepaid, there 
shall be charged an additional rate. The rates just men 
tioned shall be doubled when the postage is not paid in 
advance.”? 

From the votes which have been taken upon 
the amendments this morning, it must be appa- 
rent to every one that it is not the intention of this 
House to reduce the rates of postage to an uni- 
form standard of two cents upon each letter carried 
to any distance. 

The object of my proposition is to reduce the 
rates of postage upon every letter weighing not 
more than half an ounce and carried less than 
three hundred miles, to three cents. And, sir, that 
in fact will be a great reduction. 

From the estimates that have been given here ot 
the number of letters which have passed through 
the mail, I think that more than 50,000,000 are 
notcarried more than three hundred miles—that less 
than 17,000,000 are carried beyond that distance. 
When this fact is taken into consideration, it must 
be obvious to every one that this will be a great 
reduction of postage; and besides this, it will be 
giving the benefit to those who are entitled to the 
benefit. 

There is an inequality—a gross inequality—in 
the principle of charging upon a letter that is car- 
ried ten miles only, the same postage that you 
charge upon a letter which is carried a thousand 
miles. It is an inequality which everybody must 
object to. Sir, we do object to it. 

From the votes which have been taken here this 
morning, 1 am convinced that unless something 
like this be adopted, you will have your postage 
established at an uniform rate of five cents. In 
the amendment which | have offered, I have pro- 
posed to establish a rate of three cents for the same 
distance which, under the present rate, five cents 
ischarged. On letters carried to Oregon and Cal- 
ifornia, I propose to establish a rate of ten cents— 
the postage now being forty cents. 

But, sir, this fact is apparent, that you cannot 
expect, after the votes of this morning upon the 


' amendments which have been offered, to establisl 
_ anything less than an uniform rate of five cents, 


unless something like the proposition I have offered 
be adopted. I propose that the largest proportion 
of letters shall * reduced to the uniform rate of 
threecents; for,asI have before stated, that out o! 
70,000,000 of letters which are carried through the 
mails, at least 50,000,000 of them are not carried 
more than three hundred miles, while less than 
17,000,000 are carried beyond that distance; so 
that, as every one will see, therate of postage upon 
more than 50,000,000 out of the 70,000,000 of let- 
ters will be reduced from five cents to three. 

Mr. THURSTON. 1 wish to say a word or 
two in opposition to the amendment offered by the 
rentleman who has just taken his seat, [Mr. 

‘RKER.] The amendment he offers makes the 
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cates of postage thres, five, and ten cents on let- 
ers, providing they are prepaid. If not prepaid, 
then the several sums are to be doubled. The 
-onsequence will be, if letters are not prepaid, that 
the rate of postage would he six cents for the 
shortest distance; for greater distances ten cents, 
and for distances like that from this country to the 
chores of the Pacific it would be twenty cents. 
Now, I find in a great many of the amendments 
that have been offered here this morning, there is 
, sort of inkling, and a desire on the part of gen- 
emen who have offered them, to keep in that 
odious distinction which is now bearing down 
upon us of the Pacific coast. The fact of a reduc- 
tion of postage from forty cents to ten is here 
held before you asa very great reduction or gra- 
tuity on the part of the Government. If gentle- 
men would stop to consider that the forty cents 
postage that is now forced upon us who live upon 
‘he Pacific coast, is an odious distinction in itself, 
ind a violation of.all the principles of law hereto- 
fore prevailing in this Government, certainly to 
reduce it from forty cents to ten cents would be 
considered no gratuity on the part of the Ameri- 
canGovernment. I wish you to distinctly under- 
stand, that if you adopt the graduated scale—of 
having your postage regulated according to ascale 
of distances—we are unwilling on the Pacific coast 
tocome in under such scale; but if you adoptan uni- 
form rate of postage prepaid allover the country in- 
wid, then we claim a right to belong to that coun- 
try; and we claim a right to come under the same 
iniform rule, and be treated as the rest of Ameri- 
an citizens are. So longas God gives me breath, 
herein my place I will solemnly protest against 
being considered an outside barbarian by this 
Government. I was born in it. I have always 
ived init. I always mean to live under it, and no 
power on earth shall drive me fromit. All thatl 
‘laim or ask is, that the operation of American 
laws may be uniformly dispensed throughout the 
whole country, in their full power, and that no 
njustice be done to any of its citizens. 

I hope, with these few remarks, that the amend- 
nent of thegentleman from Virginia [Mr. Parker] 
will be voted down, and that this House will give 
mother evidence of its determination, which it has 
90 frequently given before, to do uniform justice 
toa uniform nation and a uniform people. 

The question being then taken upon the amend- 
went offered by [Mr. Parker] to the amendment 
offered by Mr. Gerry, it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Gerry,] it was taken, and the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. McKISSOCK moved to amend the first 
section by adding at the end thereof the following: 


« Provided, however, That printed circulars and handbills 
shall be charged with full letter postage.’ 


I wish to say one word in relation to the amend- 
ment I have proposed. By the first section of the 
bill, it is provided that letters of but one half ounce 
in weight shall be charged three cents, and by the 
second section of the bili—that clause providing for 
newspapers—it declares that all printed matter that 
is mailed shall be charged two cents. And thus 
the cost of mailing this matter will be less ‘than 
that of letters, and thus will be opened an oppor- 
unity for men of business and others to send 
printed matter answering all the purpose of a let- 
ter at a less cost than letters. 

Considerable correspondence will be carried on 
in that way to the injury of the revenue of the 
country. I am-in favor of areduction of the post- 
age on letters to the lowest price to which it can 
be brought without a diminution of the revenue 
being effected thereby. I believe that a three 
paid and five cent unpaid rate will sustain the Post 
Office Department. This is a considerable re- 
duction. I am not disposed to go to what might 
prove an extreme, and do not, therefore, favor the 
experiment of atwo oentrate postage. I think we 
should not descend to a rate chat will not sustain 
the revenues of the Department, and I therefore 
favor the three and five cent rate, because I think 
itis a revenue rate. [ submit my amendment to 
the House, that there may be no inducement to 
send printed matter in place of manuscript. 

he question was then taken on the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. McKis- 
sock,) and it was agreed to. 





The amendment of Mr. Asumcn, heretofore | 














offered, as a substitute for the first section of the 
bill, was read as follows: 

Be tt enacted, }c., That from and after the Grst day of 
July next, the postage on all letters shall be as follows: 
All letters not exceeding half an ounce in weight, conveyed 
any distance within the United States, shall be charged 
‘with two cents postage, and a like sum for every additional 
half ounce, or fractional part thereof, the postage being pre 

aid in all cases; and all drop letters or letters to be de 
ivered at the office where deposited, shall be charged 
with one cent postage, to be prepaid. 

Mr. ASHMUN said: I desire merely to say, 
sir, that [ made my proposition with a view to 
test the sense of the committee in respect to its dis- 
crimination between a two and three cent rate. 
The amendment which I proposed is, to strike out 
of the first sectiun of the bill ‘‘ three cents,’”’ and 
insert in lieu thereof **a two cent uniform rate.’’ 
It is, I believe, in other respects, entirely identical 
with the bill as now amended. I desire, therefore, 
to enter into no argument in relation to it, but sim- 
ply to distinguish between the two plans of a two 
cent and a three cent rate. This is why I make 
my proposition; and i demand that the question 
be taken by tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Disney and Mr. 
Van Dyke were appointed. 

The question being taken, it resulted—ayes 53, 
noes 92. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to strike out 
the first section of the original bill and insert the 
following in lieu thereof: 

* Tirat from and after the thirtieth day of June, 185], let 
ters carriedin the mail of the United States shall be charged 
with the following rates of postage: On all letters not ex- 
ceeding halr an ounce in weight five cents, and for every 
additional haif ounce or fraction thereof, there shall be 
sum of five cents additional, and all drop 





chai ged the like 


letters two cents.”’ 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. Chairman, this is a sim- 
ple proposition to fix the postage at a uniform 
rate of five cents throughout the United States. 
It proposes no discrimination, for when we come 
to discriminate, we shall never be able to agree. | 
think that we ha® sufficient evidence to show that 
the system which | propose will support the Post 
Office Department. [I am for no rate of postage 
that will not do that. ‘The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Potrer,] the chairman of 
the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads, 
which proposes to reduce the postage to a uniform 
rate of three cents, makes an appropriation of a 
million and a half of dollars from the national 
Treasury for the support of the Post Office De- 
partment. And let me say to the committee, that 
that is not all; for you will have to increase that 
appropriation in another mode—by increasing the 
commissions of postmasters. 

In order to realize the same amount of revenue 
from postage at a uniform rate of three cents that 
is now derived from postage at the five and ten 
cent rates, you would require four times the 
amount of letters to pass through the mails than 
are now carried. And in order to attend to this 
increased number of letters, more clerks must be 
employed; and there is no mode by which they 
can be paid but by increasing the commissions of 
the postmasters. So that, in that case, you re- 
duce the revenues of the Department by taking 
from it the amounts necessary to pay this addi- 
tional force. 

To be sure, we may insert the proposition of 
| the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Catpwe tt,] 
which has already been adopted, and prevent the 
Postmaster Genera! from discontinuing post routes 
or post offices. But what is the effect of that? Itis 
still to plunge the Post Office Department deeper and 
deeper into the national Treasury for its support. 
And it is utter folly to say that the Post Office 
Department is nO more bound to support itself 
than the Army or the Navy. There is a direct 
source from which you may obtain revenue from 
the Post Office Department; but what source is 
there from which you can derive revenue by 
means of the Army and Navy? Their very or- 
| ganization ene that they are to be sup- 
ported by the Government. 

I desire to say a word now in relation to what 
has been said in the comparison between the Eng- 
lish system, and the system in this country. It 
has been stated here, that the expense of the Post 
Office Department in England is much greater than 
in this country. But I would have gentlemen to 
understand, that in that estimate they include every- 
thing. No gentleman, in any of these estimates, 








~ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 237 





[SS eee = 
has brought it down to the e ee of carrying 
the mail alone, which I assert is much less than 
the expense of mai! transportation alone in the Uni- 
ted States. 

With these remarks, I have only to say, that if 





| we adopt the system which I propose, we shall 


have a system which will pay. It will sustain all 
the post offices in the rural districts of the country 

Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. POTTER. I am very glad this proposition 
has come before the House at this time, by which 
the sense of the House may be tested on the differ 
ence between the three cent rate and the five cent 
rate of postage, which I understand to be the 
effect of the amendment of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. en I hope the friends of a redue- 
tion of the rates of postage below five cents will 
understand what the proposition before the com- 
mittee is: that it is to test the sense of this House 
on the question, ‘* Whether we shall reduce the 
rate of postage on letters below five cents or not?” I 
stated in my remarke on yesterday, Mr. Chairman, 
that if you adopt a uniform rate of five cents, you 
will not get revenue enough to support the Depart 


| ment, and gave my reasons for coming to that con- 


clusion, which I wish the gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. Brown] had listened to. 

Sir, | have heard the same prediction by the 
gentleman before—six years ago—when the ques 
tion of a reduction was before the House. I was 
a member in this House with that gentleman at 
thatume. The gentleman then predicted that if 
we reduced the postage from the rates which had 
existed previous to that time, to a five and ten 
cent rate, that it would have the effect of reducing 
the treasury of the Post Office Department to 
bankruptey; and he came to that conclusion by 
the same course of reasoning by which he has 
come to the conclusion he has done in relation to thi 
bill. The gentleman since had the candor to ac- 
knowledge that he was disappointed in the opera- 
tion of that reduction; that instead of d minishing 
the revenue, as he had anticipated, it had increased 
it—that he was very glad that it had operated so 
favorably. But now, when we propose to reduce 
it again, we see the gentleman from Indiana com 
ing forward with the same prediction supported 
by the very same reasons. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, interrupted Mr. Pox 
rer, and asked why he asked from the common 
Treasury an appropriation of a million and a half 
dollars? 

Mr. POTTER continued. Mr. Chairman, | 
have said the gentleman from Indiana used th: 
same argument in relation to the reduction of 
postage in 1845; and if you will take the pains to 
examine the records, you will find that his vote is 
recorded against any reduction, upon the ground 
that the rural distriet which he professes to repre 
sent upon this floor, would be unsupplied with 
mail facilities. 

But, sir, we have compared the effect of a redu: 
tion of postage in this country with that of Great 
Britain. The gendeman from Indiana says the 
expense of carrying the mail and maintaining the 
Post Office Department in Great Britain amounts 
to more than the receipts into the treasury of that 
Department. Mr. Chairman, if that gentleman 
had listened to my remarks yesterday, or if he had 
examined the records of the Post Office Depart- 
ment in Great Britain, he would have found that 
after paying all expenses on foreign steamboats 
and packets—all the expenses of the mail service 
at heme—all their postal expenses—after paying 
the commission on money orders and the com 
mission on the registration of money orders, 
there was a surplus still of more than a million 

| of dollars. I dislike very much to hear gentle 
men make assertions on this floor without some 
facts to sustain them. 

Why, sir, if you were to let the contract of the 
mail service to the lowest bidder, you would have 
no difficulty in finding a contractor who would 
carry the mail and pay all the expenses of the 
mail service for the compensation of one cent on 
letters and half a cent on newspapers, and still 
leave a surplus in the Treasury of two or three 
millions of dollars. 

Sir, I go for economy in this Department. 1 go 
for cheap posiage, and for circulating information 
at the lowest rate of charge amongst the whole 

yeople; and when you do that, you will make the 
Post Office Départment the people’s pet. I go for 
such a rate as will supply the Department with 
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all the necessary means and at the same time 
afford the most extensive mail facilities to the peo- 
ple. Igo for the cheapest rate that will do this, 
and J hope that I shall be supported by the com- 
mittee in the effort to establish such a rate. 

Mr. McMULLEN. Is the amendment open to 
amendment? 

‘The CHAIRMAN, 

Mr. McMULLEN. 
** five,” and insert ** six.’’ This bill has occupied 
a very large portion of the time of this House. 
And [ wish to ask, from whence comes this appli- 
cation for an extraordinary reduction of postage? 
It has not emanated from districts such as | have 
the honor to represent. 
come, as | understand, from the large cities of this 
c yuntry. 

Notwithstanding the view presented by the 
learned chairman of the Post Office Committee, 
{Mr. Porrer,] who has given this subject so 
much consideration, I undertake to say that if 


It is. 


you pass this bill as it has been reported to this | 


House, the Post Office Department will be a tax, 
and a very heavy tax, upon the National Treasury. 
Why is this enormous reduction proposed? Why 
are not gentlemen willing to accept a reasonable 
reduction? Why are they not willing to fix the 
rate at-five cents, as proposed by the gentleman 
from Indiana? [Mr. Brown.) It is asserted here 
that if you reduce the rates of postage to three 
cents, the Department will receive more revenue 
than if the rate were five cents. 

Mr. POTTER. 
to say a word? 

Mr. MeMULLEN. 
single moment. 

Mr. POTTER. To illustrate the point, I would 
ask the gentleman if it was not always contended 
by the Democratic party that if there was_a de- 
crease of duty on imported articles, it would not 
increase the revenue of the country? 

Mr. McMULLEN. Yes, sir, toa ‘ healthy”’ 
condition, But if the gentleman’s argument be 
true, you might take off all postage and still there 
would be plenty of revenue. The Democratic 
party, to which I belong, has always contended 
fora ** healthy,’’ judicious tariff—a revenue tariff. 
But the gentleman from Ohio seems to take the 
other extreme. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Chairman, I am desirous, in good faith, of 
reducing postage to such an extent as will not 
cause the Post Office Department to become a 
burden on the Treasury. If the committee did 
not suppose the Department would become a tax 
on the Treasury, in consequence of these proposed 
reductions, why do they propose to appropriate a 
million and a half of dollars for its support? 

Mr. POTTER. 1 will tell the gentleman if he 
will yield. a 

Mr. MecMULLEN. I cannot yield. I heard 


the gentleman the other day try to explain this. 


I will yield the floor for a 


Sir, if gentlemen will come forward and propose | 


such a reduction on letier postage that we shall not 
have this Department a tax upon the public Treas- 
ury; if they will come forward with a proposition 
to reduce the tax on newspapers so as to give the 
country newspapers an equal chance with those 
published in cities, I will vote for it. 

Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman,I am opposed 
not only to the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. McMuuwen] to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Brown,]} but [ am also opposed to the amendment 
submitted by the gentleman from Indiana. I am 
not prepared to abolish ‘the great principle on 
which our system of postage is, and has been 
based since the foundation of the Government—the 
principle of discrimination in distances,—until we 


are prepared, as we doubtless shall be in the pro- | 


rres sof time, and the improvements which will 
Be made in traveling, to regard the greatest distan- 
ces as immaterial, 

I rise, however, Mr. Chairman, to enter, at this 
stage of the discussion before the committee, my 
solemn protest against the argument which has 
been so often advanced by honorable gentlemen, 
that these propositions for a reduction of postage 
come from the larger cities of the Union, and the 
populous districts of the country. I have the good 
fortune to represent a State which does not boast of 


any large cities; but which can boast of one thing— | 


that under all systems, the revenues of the Post 


Office Department within the State have been | 


Then I move to strike out | 


The application has | 


Will the gentleman allow me | 


Let that fact be borne in mind. 
| of the correspondence of the country is that cor- 


| correspondence which pays five cents. 


equal to its expenses; and therefore I do not 


feel particularly called upon to answer the ques- | 


tion of the gentleman from Virginia. But | will 
reply to that question, according to the Yankee 
method, by asking another. Ifthe larger cities of 
the Union and populous districts of the country 


now maintain the postal establishment, who has | 


a better right to ask for a reduction? 


} 


We hear much said about what are termed the | 


rural districts of the Union—the western, the in- 
terior sections of the country. Why, the expenses 


| 


of the Post Office Department in those districts | 


have been borne by your large commercial and 
manufacturing communities, and they will be 
borne in that way under any system. I therefore 
say they have the right to ask of this Congress 


such a reduction as their wants may require, when | 


they are able to satisfy you that with that reduc- 
tion they will be as well able to sustain the De- 
partment as they have heretofore. 

I hope a reduction will be made, with a just and 


proper discrimination, for if we are merely to sit || 


here to reduce postage for the benefit of remote 


| 


sections of the Union, I am against all bills pre- | 
pared with that view; but if you accompany such | 


a reduction as is just and equitable with reasonable 


discrimination according to distance, I am in favor | 


of it. Such a proposition is, I believe, embodied 
in the substitute of the honorable chairman, [{Mr. 
Porrer.| Ishall, therefore, be prepared to favor 


that, with some modification in its details, when- | 


ever it comes up. 
Here the hammer fell. 


Mr. HAYMOND inquired whether it was in | 


order to ask for a division of the question, so as to 
take the vote first on striking out? 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
of Mr. M«sMutten to the amendment of Mr. 
Brown was rejected. 


'| held out to them, which they would not h; 


| country. Why, sir, in those portions of th 
| try, we know that a very large proportion 


| course ihcrease the revenue of the Departme 
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the letters pass over the short routes, and pass 
through the densely-populated portions of the 


€ coun- 
of the 


letters are not at present sent through the mails, 


because they can be sent cheaper by private cor 
veyance. The moment you enable the mails to 
carry letters at about the same rates that they oo 
be sent by private conveyance, you will throw 
this large number of letters into the mails, and of 
Besides, sir, that four fifths of our population aw 
now use the mails for only the short routes, wil] 
have an inducement to increase the correspondence 
ive un- 
| der the uniform rate of five cents. 
I repeat what I said before, if the experiment of 
a reduction of postage is to succeed, it must be g 
reduction of postage _ all classes of letters 
which now pass through the mails, and not sim. 
| ply a reduction upon one fifth of the corresp: 
ence. 3 
The question being on the amendment of M; 
Srrone to the amendment of Mr. Browx— 
Tellers were demanded and ordered, and Messrs. 
McLane (of Maryland) and Fearnerstoy were 
appointed. 
The question was then taken, and the tellers re. 
ported 88 in the affirmative and 84 in the negative. 
So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 
The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Rise. as amended. 
Mr. ASHMUN. Imove to amend the amend- 
ment by adding to it the following: 


ond- 


“There shall be charged on each unpaid letter weighing 
not more than half an ounce five cents, and for each addi 
tional half ounce or fraction of a half ounce, when not so 
prepaid, the sum of five cents.”’ 


I offer that amendment, Mr. Chairman, because 


The question then recurred on the amendment || I think there ought to be a distinction between 


of Mr. Brown. 
Mr. STRONG. 
ing an amendment to the amenggnent offered by 


the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Brown.] It | 


is to strike out the word 
** three,’ 


“Sve,” 


and insert | 


It will be seen that the effect of the amendment | 
I offer is to provide that postage throughout the | 


United States shall be established at the uniform 
rate of three cents. 


It may be proper for me here | 
to say, that I hesitated long before I had deter- | 


mined in my own mind what course was advis- | 


duction of rates of postage. 


' able to be pursued in regard to the proposed re- | 
At first, | was dis- | 


posed to favor the proposition of the gentleman | 


from Indiana, [Mr. Brown,] that the postage 
should be of the uniform rate of five cents. 


I rise for the purpose of mov- || 


letters that are prepaid and those tlrat are not pre- 
paid. ‘There should be something like a penalty 
for not prepaying, and a bonus for doing so. | 
trust this amendment will be adopted. 
Mr. MEADE. Mr. Chairman, I rise toa peint 
of order. If the amendment, as it has already 
been amended, be amended in the manner pro- 
| posed by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
—— it will be equivalent to the section as it 
now stands. I think itis, therefore, out of order. 
The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Burt.) The Chair 
cannot rule the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts out of order simply on that ground. 
Mr. STRONG. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Asumvun.] Iam opposed to the system of pre- 
payment. I desire to see only one uniform rate 


I have changed my opinion, and I believe that || of postage upon letters established. The success 


if the experiment which we are about to try be 


successful, it cannot succeed with the uniform rate | 


of five cents. And for this reason, | desire to pre- 


sent this one consideration to the House, as I | 


think it will settle the question in regard to the 
feasibility of reducing the postage to either five or 
three cents. A reduction to the uniform rate of 
five cents is no reduction at all, except upon about 
one fifth of the correspondence of the country. 


respondence which pays the postage of ten cents, 
while the other four fifths pay the postage of five 
cents. If you reduce the postage to an uniform 


| 


About one fifth | 


rate of five cents, you will affect only that corre- | 


| spondence which pays now ten cents postage, and 


you will not affect the remaining four fifths of the 


Well, 


suppose by your act you increase the correspond. | 


ence which now pays ten cents, a hundred fold, 


then you will leave the residue precisely as it is | 


now, and you will have held out no inducements 


to those who now pay five cents on their letters, 


to increase their correspondence. 
believe that an uniform rate of five cents can suc- 
ceed. Willan uniform rate of three cents suc- 
ceed? Why, that holds out inducements to an 


No man can | 


increase of correspofidence, not only on the part | 


of those who have paid hitherto ten cents, but on 
the part of those he have done by far the larger 
part of the correspondence of the country—those 
who have paid at the rate of five cents. In my 


opinion, it will greatly increase the number of let- | 


ters which will _ through the mails. 
Now, sir, W 


| of the cheap postage system depends, of course, 
upon the large increase of the number of letters, 
and a large increase of the correspondence of the 
country. 





Now, sir, gentlemen may say what they please 
about the small difference between five cents and 
three; but it will make a great difference in the 
correspondence of the country, if a man is obliged 
to pay the postage on every letter he writes, or if 
there is a sort of moral obligation upon him, re- 
| sulting from imposing an additional tax upon his 
correspondent in case he does not prepay the post- 
age. Now what does prepayment amount to? 
| Suppose prepayment existed in all cases. Under 
the present system, we have less than three per 
cent. of letters, dead letters, in your dead-letter 
office. Less than three per cent., I say. Does 
any man suppose, that if prepayment were re- 
required, or if there be such a moral obligation as 
is imposed in making a distinction between pre- 
paid lotets and those which are not, it will not re- 
duce the number of letters going into the mails 
more than three per cent? A man may be very 
willing to write a letter, and put it into the mail 
addressed to me, if he is not, called upon to pay 
the postage upon the letter, or if he is not made 
aware of the fact, that if he does not pay the 
postage it will impose an additional postage on 
me. Ss 
. But, after all, what is this making a distinction 
| between prepaid letters and those which are not 
| prepaid? It is punishing the receiver of the letter, 
'and not the writer. A man writes a letter, ad- 
| dressing it to me, and he ought to have prepaid it; 





at do you gain? Four fifths of || but he does not prepay it. Because he did not do 
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it am I to be punished for his fault? It is wrong ) 


in principle. ; J 
besides all this, I wish to call the attention of |, 


the House to a remark which I made before, that | 
in order that this experiment of a reduction of | 
‘ostaze Shall succeed, and the number of letters 
largely increased, we must put no obstacle in the 
way of any person throwing his letters anto the 
mail. You do put an obstacle in the way the 
moment you require prepayment, and the moment 
you say that a prepaid letter shall go at a less rate | 
ihan one that is not prepaid. 

| trust, therefore, that the House will adhere to | 
the vote taken, and declare that all letters passing 
through the mails shall be charged with the um- 
form rate of three cents, and not attempt to check 
the entrance of all letters into the mails by requi- 
ring, either directly or indirectly, the prepayment 
of postage. 

“he question being taken on the amendment of | 

Mr. Asumun to the amendment of Mr. Brown, 
of Indiana, tellers were demanded and ordered, 
and Messrs. Pueurs, and J. A. Kina, of New 
York, were appointed. 

The question being taken, the tellers reported | 
7] in the affirmative and 74 in the negative. 

The tellers stated that they were dissatisfied | 
with the count, and asked that permission might | 
be granted for arecount. The Chairman directed a | 
recount; which being had, the tellers reported, | 
aves 85, noes 69. 

“So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the | 
amendment of Mr. Brown, as amended, and tell- 
ers being called for, Messrs. Boyp and ANprREws 
were appointed. | 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for tellers, and 
they were ordered. 

The question was then taken by tellers (Messrs. 
J. A. Kine and Ewine) on the motion that the | 
committee rise, and decided in the aftfirmative— 
ayes 73, noes 55. 

‘So the committee rose, and the oe having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. Burt] re- | 
ported that the committee had had the Union gen- 
erally under consideration, and particularly the | 
cheap postage bill, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

On motion by Mr. CLINGMAN, the House 


then adjourned. | 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. JACKSON, of New York, gave notice that he would 
on to-morrow, or some fnture day, ask leave to introduce a 
bill granting aid to the State of New York for educational 
purposes. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule and referred to appropriate committees : 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Benjamin Brayton, 
Joseph J. Comstock, and 166 others, shipmasters and 
others, of Massachusetts and other States, praying for an 
appropriation by the present Congress of an amount suffi- 


cient to provide a suitable light ship, to be stationed near | 


Brenton’s Reef, in Rhode Island, northeasterly from Point 
Judith. 
By Mr. FULLER: The memorial of Matthew Keller, 


praying Congress to grant him compensation for ringing the || 


fog bell on Libby Island, on the coast of Maine. 

By Mr. DISNEY : Two memorials from certain citizens 
of Cincinnati, asking Congress to purchase the Louisville 
canal, and make it free. 

By Mr. DANIEL: The memorial of Burwell Temple 


and many others, against the employment of Chaplains by |, 


the General Government. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of Charles Mc- 
Fallnd 98 others, citizens of Peoria county, Illinois, ask- 
ing that “the General Government shall no longer traffic, 
nor permit traffic in the public lands ;*’ and that they shall 
be laid out in farms and lots, for the free use of such citi- 
zens, not possessed of other lands, as will occupy them. 

Also, the petition of Joshua Bowman and 57 others, citi- 
zens of the same county, upon the same subject. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of L. A. Spalding 
and others, citizens of Niagara county, New York, praying 
for protection to inventors holding rights under the patent 
laws of the United States, from the introduction of articles 


manufactured by machines of American invention in Brit- | 


ish provinces. ; 

By Mr. EVANS, of Maryland: The petition of Willis 
Corkrin and others, praying Congress to take measures to 
prevent the necessity of war by some suitable legislation. 


By Mr. STETSON: The petition of William H. Mills | 
and others, citizens of Bangor, Maine, praying for a break- 


water at Richmond’s Island, in said State. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of General William Blake, 
praying for compensation for services rendered the United 
States during the war with Great Britain. 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of William Thomas | 


and others, citizens of Paria, Portage county, Ohio, praying 
the repeal of the fugitive slave law. 
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Also, the petition of Watson Holcomb and others, citi- 
zens of the same county, praying for a repeal of the same 
law. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Simon and others, citizens 
of Lowell, Mahoning county, Ohio praying the repeal of 
the same law. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvespay. January 14, 1851. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate presented a 
communication from the Executive Committee of 
the Industrial Exhibition, to be held at London 
the Ist June, 1851, stating what has been done 
by the committee to enable the citizens of the 
United States to exhibit their articles at the World’s 
Fair, and asking that provision may be made for 


| agents to represent the interests of this country at 


the exhibition; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. MILLER presented a petition of publish- 
ers of periodicals in the city of New York, asking 
a reduction of the rates of postage; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a memorial of in- 
ventors and other persons interested in patent 
rights in NewYork, asking a modification of the 
patent laws; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of publishers of periodicals in 
the city of New York, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 


| Thomas Ritchie, representing that he is a party 


interested in the contract of William A. Belt, to ex- 
ecute certain classes of the printing of Congress, and 
praying that he may be released from his contract, 
and that other prices may be substituted; which was 


' referred to the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of citizens 
of Columbia county, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
asking the adoption of measures for the settlement 
of international controversies; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial, very nu- 
merously signed by citizens of St. Louis county, | 


in the State of Missouri, asking that a grant of 


land may be made to the Pacific railroad company ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 


|| Lands. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition 
of publishers of periodicals in the city of New 


| York, asking a reduction of the rates of postage 


on the same; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of eee presented a me- 
morial from officers of the United States Army, 
stationed at Los Vegas, and a memorial from offi- 
cers stationed at Santa Fé, in the Territory of 
New Mexico, asking additional compensation for 
themselves and the troops serving under them, on 
account of the extraordinary expenses of living; 
both of which memorials were refeered to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of the Bunker Hill Monument Associa- 
tion, asking an appropriation for the erection of a 
monument to the memory of General Warren, 
reported against printing the same; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of 
John M. Sewall, asking an appropriation to fulfill 
an Indian treaty, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; which 

ras agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which -was 
referred the petition of ‘Tobias Carrington, a 
clerk in the office of the Second Comptroller, ask- 
ing an increase of compensation, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same, 
and that it be referred to the Committee of Claims; 
which was agreed to. ‘ 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of citizens of Tuckerton, 
New Jersey, asking for an appropriation for the 

Washington Monument, now in course of erection 
at Washington, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, and that it be 
| referred to the Committee on the Library; which 
|) was agreed to. 
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Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of the Wilmington 
and Manchester Railroad Company, reported back 
the same without amendment, with a recommen- 
dation that it do not pass. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of the East Tennessee 
and Georgia Railroad Company, reported back 
the same without amendment, with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass. 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 

Mr. JONES submitted the following resolu- 
uuons; which lie over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the existing laws as to authorize the President of the Uni 
ted States to expose to sale all lands which are reserved for 
the use of military posts or the Indian agencies 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
military road from Fort Clark, on the Ligara Fork of the 
Des Moines, to Dubuque, on the Mississippi river; and 
that the Secretary of War be directed to lay before the Sen- 
ate all communications on the files of the War Department 
relating to this subject. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; 
which lies over one day under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Senate Chamber during the sessions 
of Congress, while the Senate is not actually in session, 
shall be under the control and direction of the Sergeant-at 
Arms. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
payment into the Treasury of the United States of all moneys 
received by any officer of the Army or Navy of the United 
States, or by any person under the authority of such officer 
or officers, for duties on goods imported into California 
prior to the 12th day of November, 1849; and also of all 
military contributions not hitherto provided by law to be 
paid into the Treasury of the United States ; and also for the 
allowances of all further expenditures made by said officers 
or persons, and for the settlement of their accounts. 


Mr. DOWNS offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to trans 
mit to the Senate a copy of the report recently made by a 
corps of topographical engineers on the inundations of the 
Lower Mississippi. 


THE BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution from the 
House of Representatives explanatory of the act 
approved September 28, 1850, entitled ** An act 
granting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vice of the United States,’’ and on his motion the 
resolution was made the special order for Friday 
next. ; 

Mr. HAMLIN gave notice that when the reso- 
lution came up for consideration, he should move 
the following amendment; which, on his motion, 
was ordered to be printed: 


‘* And be it further resolved, That in all cases where the 
militia or volunteers were called .out under the laws or ex 
ecutive authority of any State, and whe served in defence 
of the country, and whose services have been recognized 
and paid by the United States Government, shall be con- 
sidered as having been in the service of the United States, 
and shall be entitled to the benefit of the act to which these 
resolutions are explanatory.”’ 


Mr. JONES also gave notice that when the res- 
olution came up he would move the following 
amendment; which, on his motion, was ordered 
to be printed: 


* nd he it further resolved, That the registers and re 
ceivers of the United States land offices shall hereafter be 
severally authorized to charge and receive, for theif servi 
ces in locating bounty land warrants, the same rate of com 
pensation or per centage to which they are entitled by law 
for sales of the public lands for cash, at the rate of one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre ; the said compensation 
to be hereafter paid by the assignees or holders of such 
warrants, in all cases where the same have been transferred 
by the soldier or his legal or personal representative, under 
the provisions of the acts of Congress, and the regulations 
of the General Land Office on that subject, and to be paid 
out of the Treasury of the United States, upon the adjust 
ment of the accounts of such officers. where it shall be 
shown to the satisfaction of the General Land Office that 
the same was located by the soldier or warrantee, or in case 
of his death by his next of kin, as provized by the acts of 
Congress aforesaid. 

and he it further resolved, That the said officers, 
whether in or out office at the jassage of this act, or their 
legal or personal representati v/s, in case of their death, shall 
be entitled to receive from the Treasury of the United 
States, for similar services heretofore performed in such 
cases, an amount equal to th: compensation provided for 
by the first section of this act, after deducting the amount 
already receivet by such officers, under the act entitled 
‘ An act to require the ho/ders of military land warrants to 
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compensate the land officers of the United States for ser- 
viess in relation to the location of those warrants,’ ap- 

ved May seventeenth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight : 
Qocided, That no ster or receiver shall receive any 
compensation out of the Trensury of the United States for 


t services who bas charged and received illegal or exor- | 


tant fees for the location of such warrants.’’ 
MILITARY RESERVE IN MINNESOTA. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the Senate i 


ceeded to the consideration of Senate bill No. 138, 
being the bill to reduce and define the boundaries 
of the military reserve at the St. Peter’s river, in 
the Territory of Minnesota, and to secure the 
rights of the actual settlers thereon. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to strike out the fourth 
section, as amended by the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and to insert in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing, which was agreed to: 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every settler or 
occupant on that part of said reserve now authorized to be 
sold, who was in possession or cultivating any part thereof 
since the Ist day of June last, by authority or permission of 
the Secretary of War, or the commanding officer at Fort 
Snelling, shall be, and hereby is, authorized to enter by le- 

al subdivisions any number of acres not more than one 


undred and sixty, or a quarter section, to include bis im- | 


provements, upon proving such facts to the satisfaction of 
the land officers of the district, under such rules and regu- 
lations as may be prescribed for that purpose by the Com 

missioner of the General Land Office, and paying to the 
United States the minimum price of said land.’’ 


Other verbal amendments were also made, the | 


oill was reported to the Senate, and the amend- 
ments concurred in, and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

CIRCUIT COURTS IN IOWA. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of bill No. 106, being the bill 
to amend the act entitled ** An act to amend the 
act entitled ‘ An act supplemental to the act for the 
admission of lowa and Florida into the Union.’ ” 

The bill, which simply changes the time of hold- 
ing the courts in lowa, having been amended, was 
reported to the Senate, and the amendments having 


for a third reading. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Senate bill No. 85, to cede the public lands of the 
United States to the States respectively in which 
they are situated, on condition that the said States 
shall severally grant and convey the said lands to 
actual occupants only, in limited quantities, for 
cost of survey, transfer, and title muniments 
merely. 

Mr. FELCH resumed and concluded the speech 
which he commenced yesterday, of which a report 
will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. WALKER next addressed the Senate; but, 
without concluding, gave way for a motion to ad- 
journ. 

" ‘The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
ourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epnespay, January 15, 1851. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. The Jour- 
nal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. GILBERT asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given, to create a board of com- 


missioners to examine the claims against the Uni- | 


ted States arising out of the conquest of Calli- 
fornia. 
Objection was made by Mr. Canrrrer, and the 
bill was not introduced. 
CHEAP POSTAGE. 


Qn motion by Mr. POTTER, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burr in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the special order—the cheap postage 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question im- 
mediately pending was the substitute of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, (Mr. Browy,] as amended, 
for the first section of the original bull. 

It was read as follows: . 


‘Src. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the thir- 


tieth day of — 1851, letters carried in the mail of the | 


United States shall be charged with the following rates of 
postage: On all letters not exceeding half an ounce in 
weight three cents, and for every additional half ounce 


or fraction thereof, there shall be charged the like sum of | 


three cents additional, and all drop letters two oents.”’ 
“That there shall be charged upon each unpaid letter 
weighing not more than half an ounce five cents, and for 
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— | ment. 
been concurred in, it was ordered to be engrossed || cabins 


each additional half ounce or fraction of ahalfounce, when | 
not so prepaid, the eum of five cents: | 

“ Provided, That no post office now in existence shall be || 
discontinued, nor shall the mail service on any mail route 
in any of the States or Territories be discontinued or di- 
minished in consequence of any diminution of the revenues 
that may result from this act: nd provided, further, That 
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to establish 
new post offices and place the mail service on new mail 
routes established, or that may hereafter be established, iff 
the same manner as though this act had not been passed: 
And provided, further, That the compensation of no post- 
master shall be diminished in cousequence of the passage 
of this act.” 


The CHAIRMAN stated that upon this ques- 
tion tellers had been ordered; and dear. Youne 


and AsHmun were appointed. 
Mr. JONES asked whether it would be in or- 


| der to have the amendment as amended again read, 


that gentlemen might know what they were voting 
upon: 

Mr. ASHMUN said it appeared to him that 
the amendment proposed was precisely similar to 
the original bill. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, inquired whether 
it was in order to amend the original bill by mo- 
ving to strike out ** three’? wherever it occurs and 
insert ‘ five?”’ 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not in 
order, that proposition having been already acted 
upon by the committee. 

Mr. MEADE said: I rise, Mr. Chairman, to a 
question of order. It seems to me extremely use- 
less that we should be voting now upon an amend- 
ment which is equivalent to the first section of the 
original bill, which I understand the chairman of | 
the Post Office Committee to say. If it be so, it 


seems to me at least a very silly thing that we 
should be called upon now to vote for or against 
what is nothing more nor less than a part of the 

| original bill. 
Mr. ASHMUN stated that all he wanted was 
for the committee to decide against the amend- 
There was not any need to raise a point of 


The CHAIRMAN. 


Does the gentleman from 


Virginia [Mr. Meave} insist upon his point of || 


order? 


Mr. MEADE said he did. 


The CHAIRMAN said it was not competent for 
the Chair to rule the amendment out of order for 
the reasons given by the gentleman from Virginia. 


| The amendment, as the Chair understood it, con- 


tained other matter than that contained in the 
clause of the original bill. The Chair had great 
satisfaction in stating that the Chair was not re- 
sponsible for the inconsistencies of gentlemen’s 
amendments, and it was for the committee to de- 
cide as to whether or not an amendment be silly 
and unworthy of being voted upon. [Laughier.]” 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, inquired if it would 
be in order to have the provision of the original 
bill, to which the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. eee had referred, read, so that the 
committee might judge if the words of the amend- 
ment and bill were precisely similar? He desired 
to vote understandingly upon the subject. 

Mr. BROWN, of sdiene, asked the Chair 
whether the question on the amendment was in 
order? 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. If it be reported to 
the House we can then act intelligently. 

The CHAIRMAN thought it was not unreas- 
onable that the gentleman from Alabama should 
wish the section of the bill to be reported. 

Mr. COBB wished it to be read, simply for in- 
formation. 

The first section of the original bill was then 
read by the Clerk, as follows: 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted, §c., That letters carried in the 
mail of the United States shall be charged with postage as 
follows : 

Upon each letter not weighing over one half ounce when 
postage is paid where such letter is mailed three cents; and 
for each additional half ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, 
when so prepaid, there ehall be charged three cents. There 
shall be charged upon each unpaid letter weighing not 
more than one half ounce five cents, and for each additional 
half ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, when so unpaid, 
the sum of five cents: ® 

Provided, That no post office now in existence shall be 
discontinued, nor shall the mail service on any mail route 
in any of the States or Territories be discontinued or di- 
minished in consequence of any diminution of the revenues 


| that may result from this act: 4nd provided, further, That , 


it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to establish 
new post offices and place the mail service on new mail 


| routes established, or that may hereafter be established, in 


the same manner a* though this act had not been passed : 
ind provided, further, That the compensation of no post- 
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| expresses. 


| fied. 
| to delay the committee any further, and I shal] not 
| do it. 


' read three cents for all distances. 


| half ounces. 
or hardly one mill. 
' must calculate a 
| chants can carry merchandise? 
| can. 


| letters ten miles, and carrying them one thousand 
at the rate of $6 
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shall be dimini 
+ aay all be diminished in consequence of the pacsage of 


The question was then taken on the amend 
of Mr. Brown, as amended, and decided ae 


negative. 

i . BROWN, of Indiana. I beg leave to offer 
the following amendment. To strike out all after 
the word,‘ follows,”’ in the fourth line of the first 
section, and insert the following: 

Upon all letters not weighing more than one half of aa 
ounce, when conveyed in the mail not exceeding tirec 


hundred miles, three cents, and for each additional haiy 
ounce, or fraction thereof, three cents. And for every let 


ler conveyed in the mail for any distance over three hun 
| dred miles, weighing not more than one half ounce, five 


cents, and for each additional half ounce, or fraction t} 
of, five cents ; and on all drop letters two cents. 


Mr. B. said: My amendment differs from the 
first section of the original bill in this respect. that 
it makes a distinction according to distance, [ft 
provides that on all letters conveyed not exceed- 


l@re- 


| ing three hundred miles, the postage shall be three 
| cents, and on all letters conveye 


over that dis 
tance five cents. It makes no provision for pre 
payment. This amendment meets the argument 
of gentlemen in opposition to the bill, that by 
making five cents the postage for all short dis 


| tances, it will hold out no inducement to increase 
the correspondence through the mails, 


I am 
not prepared to say that their_argument is not 


true. It may be, but.what if it is, true? [It 


' seems to me that this amendment fully meets the 
| objection, because the correspondence between the 


great cities—between New York and Boston, 
New York and Philadelphia, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore, and between all important commercial 
pee all carried within the distance of three 
vundred miles. The three-cent rate, therefore, 


; holds out the greatest possible inducement for all 
correspondence between those cities to be thrown 


into the mail, and willthus break up the private 
I introduce this amendment with the 
view of taking the sense of the House upon Ahe 
question involved in it. 

Mr. POTTER. The question of adopting dif- 
ferent rates of postage for different distances, lias 
been discussed in the committee, and voted upon. 


| | hardly think it necessary to say anything more 


to the committee on that subject. I have said be- 
fore, that if the actual expense of carrying letters 


| over three hundred miles could be ascertained, | 


would be willing that the difference should be added 


_ to the postage of letters, but itis almost impossi- 
| ble to estimate what the difference in the expense 
' would be. 
| against any distinction of that sort. 
| said before, we want a simple uniform rate, 


I think, also, that the committee is 
As I have 


whether three cents or five cents for all distances. 
The accounts can then be much more readily man- 


| aged, and the returns made up much more easily, 


and everything in the Department will be simpli- 
It seems to me that it is hardly necessary 


Mr. FOWLER. If it is in order, I wish to 
move to amend the amendment so as to make it 
It seems to me 
that the proper principle is to have the same rate 
of postage for all distances, and it is with that view 


| that I make the motion to amend. Now, sir, it has 
| been inquired, can we carry a letter one thousand 
, miles as cheaply as we can carry one ten miles? I 
| answer, no; and I am willing to take this as an illus- 


tration: Suppose it costs $6 to carry a barrel of flour 


from Boston to St. Louis—a barrel of flour weighs 
, about two hundred pounds—how many 


half 
ounces is that?) Why, six thousand four hundred 
Well, the carriage of half an ounce 
of flour from Boston to St. Louis costs one mill, 
Now, if you can carry mail 
matter as cheaply as merchandise is carried, you 
fetter to be carried for one mill. 
Cannot we carry mail matter as cheap as mer- 
Certainly we 
The difference in the cost between carrying 


r hundred weight, is only one 
mill. TI say, with the chairman of the committee, 
that if you can ascertain the difference of cost be- 
tween the cost of carrying a letter a short distance 
and a long one, I would be willing to add that to 
the postage. But that we cannot do. Now the 
difference is so small, that let us make the rates 
equal for all the distances. I think most certainly 
that this is the true doctrine which should govern 


' our action in this matter. 
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